		


Concept Note
“Human Rights Research in Armenia: Current and Emerging Issues”
4th International Conference organised by the Raoul Wallenberg Institute of Human Rights and Humanitarian Law, in Yerevan, November 13-14, 2026

The Raoul Wallenberg Institute of Human Rights and Humanitarian Law (hereinafter “RWI”), Lund, Sweden is pleased to announce the fourth international conference "Human Rights Research in Armenia: Current and Emerging Issues", to be organised in Yerevan, November 13-14, 2026. Building on previous editions, the 2026 conference continues to serve as a platform for dialogue between academia, civil society, practitioners, and policymakers.
The Conference aims to provide a platform for participants to explore current and emerging human rights issues in Armenia. We invite contributions from scholars, students, CSO representatives, and practitioners, including international development partners, and encourage contributions willing to cross boundaries and build bridges between academic disciplines, as well as between theory and practice. 
The Conference forms part of RWI’s Armenia Programme 2022-27 to support the production of high-quality human rights research in Armenia and to generate opportunities for cross-sectoral cooperation in the area of human rights research. Selected participants in the conference will be offered the opportunity to receive continued support during 2027 to develop their research further through a fellowship opportunity. You may find more information on both opportunities below. 
Background:
Armenia continues to face complex and evolving human rights challenges shaped by institutional constraints, regional dynamics, and socio-economic inequalities. At the same time, ongoing reforms –particularly in justice, governance, environmental policy, and human rights education – create opportunities to strengthen the application of international human rights standards in practice.
The conference is situated within RWI’s broader programme, which aims to support state institutions, academia, and civil society in integrating human rights into policy, education, and institutional practice. A key priority moving forward is bridging the gap between theory and practice, ensuring that research informs policy and that practitioners contribute to knowledge production.
This year, the conference will continue to invite international participants who have research topics or focus areas related to Armenia, expanding the dialogue beyond the country’s borders. Additionally, the 2026 conference will feature high-level plenary discussions and panels, including representatives from Armenian government agencies, international development partners, and civil society organisations, encouraging a comprehensive multi-stakeholder approach to human rights.
Objectives:
1. Facilitate Multi-Sectoral Dialogue: Engage scholars, civil society, government representatives, and international organisations in productive dialogues surrounding Armenia’s pressing human rights issues.
2. Develop Solutions to Emerging Challenges: Discuss practical and policy-driven solutions to critical issues such as human rights in conflict resolution, environmental justice, access to education for marginalised communities, and gender equality.
3. Strengthen Armenia's Human Rights Framework: Contribute to the strengthening of Armenia’s institutional and legal frameworks for the protection of human rights, informed by research and best practices.
4. Promote Cross-Border Collaboration: Foster opportunities for Armenian and international participants to share knowledge, learn from each other, and collaborate on future research and initiatives.
Conference Structure:
The 2026 conference will be organised around a three-track structure designed to reflect RWI’s integrated approach to human rights research, education, and practice. Rather than treating these dimensions separately, the structure encourages interaction between them while still providing dedicated spaces for more focused discussions.
The Research Track will follow the format established in previous conferences and will serve as the academic core of the event. It will bring together scholars and researchers to present original, policy-relevant work on human rights issues in Armenia and beyond. Contributions in this track are expected to demonstrate strong methodological foundations and clear analytical contributions, while also engaging with practical implications for law, policy, and institutional reform. Panels will be organised thematically, allowing for in-depth discussion and critical engagement across disciplines.
The Practice and Methodology Track is designed to create a space for educators and institutional actors to exchange approaches to teaching and training in the field of human rights. This includes university professors, trainers from justice sector institutions, and others involved in professional education. The focus will be on how human rights can be effectively taught, communicated, and integrated into curricula and training programmes. Discussions may address pedagogical innovation, curriculum development, and the incorporation of experiential learning methods. Within this track, there will also be opportunities for civil society organisations and practitioners to contribute, particularly in cases where they collaborate with academic institutions or contribute to educational initiatives.
The Experiential Learning Track will focus on the practical application of human rights through clinical legal education, development and humanitarian programming, and other forms of hands-on engagement. It will provide a platform for legal clinicians, international development partners, NGO practitioners, and students to share experiences, tools, and lessons learned from working directly with communities and rights-holders. The emphasis in this track will be on skills development, real-world problem-solving, and the translation of human rights principles into practice. Sessions are expected to be more interactive in nature and may include workshops, simulations, or case-based discussions.
While the three tracks provide a clear structure for the conference, they are not intended to operate in isolation. Participants will be encouraged to engage across tracks, and certain sessions may deliberately bridge research, teaching, and practice. Civil society organisations, in particular, are invited to actively shape discussions within both the Practice and Methodology Track and the Experiential Learning Track, either by proposing panels or facilitating dialogue-oriented sessions. This approach ensures that practitioner perspectives are embedded throughout the conference without being confined to a separate thematic stream.
Thematic Areas:	Comment by Laura Milne: I suggest we add migration, refugees, asylum, trafficking related reform as a topic. This will complement our anticipated ICMPD work but leaves door wide open to align this conference with the EU call, should we be successful.
Across all three tracks, the conference will focus on a set of interconnected thematic areas that reflect RWI’s core priorities and ongoing work in Armenia.  The conference encourages contributions that engage with broad challenges and emerging trends in human rights research, education, and practice.
Justice, Rule of Law, and Accountability
This theme brings together discussions on the functioning of justice systems and the application of human rights standards in legal and institutional contexts. Contributions may address structural and procedural challenges in ensuring fair and accessible justice, the role of judicial and prosecutorial actors, and broader questions of accountability, transparency, and institutional reform. Particular attention will be given to how international human rights standards are interpreted and implemented in practice, including in areas such as detention, due process, and oversight mechanisms.
Human Rights Education and Professional Training
This theme focuses on how human rights are taught, learned, and translated into professional practice. It invites reflections on educational models, curriculum development, and innovative teaching approaches, including clinical legal education and experiential learning. Contributions may also explore the role of universities and training institutions in shaping future practitioners and strengthening the overall human rights ecosystem.
Environmental and Climate Justice
This theme addresses the growing intersection between human rights and environmental governance. It encourages contributions that examine how environmental and climate-related challenges impact rights and how human rights-based approaches can inform policy and practice. Topics may include environmental accountability, participation in decision-making, and the protection of vulnerable communities in the context of climate change and biodiversity loss.
Equality, Non-Discrimination, and Inclusion
This theme centres on the protection of rights for individuals and groups at risk of marginalisation. Contributions may explore legal, institutional, and social dimensions of inequality, including gender, disability, and other intersecting forms of discrimination. Particular emphasis is placed on how inclusive approaches can be integrated into policy, justice systems, and public institutions.
Business, Technology, and Human Rights
This theme considers the implications of economic activity and technological development for human rights. It invites contributions that examine regulatory frameworks, emerging risks, and opportunities related to business practices, digitalisation, and technological innovation, including artificial intelligence and data governance. 
Migration, Refugees, Asylum, and Anti-Trafficking Reforms
This thematic area will examine legal and policy frameworks governing migration, asylum, and anti-trafficking, with a focus on alignment with international human rights standards. It will address protection of vulnerable groups, access to asylum, and responses to human trafficking, while also exploring challenges related to displacement, irregular migration, and refugee integration. Particular attention will be given to institutional coordination and the role of local authorities in delivering services and supporting inclusion.
Human Rights in Changing Contexts
This cross-cutting theme captures broader socio-political and economic dynamics that shape the human rights landscape. Contributions may address issues such as conflict and displacement, socio-economic inequalities, and other contextual factors that influence the protection and realisation of human rights in Armenia and the wider region.
Fellowship Opportunity: 
Participants of the conference will have the unique opportunity to apply for a research fellowship organised by the RWI. This fellowship programme will provide early-career researchers, professionals, and scholars from the Armenian universities with an opportunity to deepen their engagement with human rights research and practice, receive tailored guidance and support as they develop their projects and research agendas. Fellows will engage in hands-on project development, collaborate with experts, and contribute to the organisation’s ongoing initiatives. The programme will include a pre-residency project phase followed by a 2-month residency at RWI’s headquarters.
Participation and Format
The conference will be held in person in Yerevan and will bring together a diverse group of participants, including academics, researchers, legal practitioners, civil society representatives, government officials, and students engaged in human rights work. Efforts will be made to ensure inclusive participation, including representation from regions outside Yerevan, early-career professionals, and underrepresented groups.
The programme will combine plenary sessions and parallel track sessions. Plenary sessions will feature keynote speakers and high-level discussions on overarching human rights challenges and developments. Parallel sessions will be organised across the three tracks and will include paper presentations, panel discussions, and thematic exchanges.
While the Research Track will follow a more traditional academic format, the Practice and Methodology Track and the Experiential Learning Track will place greater emphasis on interactive formats such as workshops, roundtables, and case-based discussions. Participants, particularly from civil society and practitioner communities, are encouraged to propose practice-oriented and dialogue-based sessions.
The conference will also prioritise cross-track engagement, encouraging participants to move between sessions and engage with different perspectives. In addition to formal sessions, the programme will include opportunities for networking and informal exchange, supporting collaboration and the development of new partnerships.


Call for Proposals:
RWI invites submissions for its fourth international conference on human rights in Armenia. The conference aims to bring together academics, practitioners, educators, civil society actors, and policymakers to explore current challenges and practical approaches to advancing human rights.
The 2026 edition places a particular emphasis on the interaction between research, education, and practice, reflecting RWI’s ongoing work in strengthening the application of international human rights standards in Armenia.
Types of Submissions
The conference welcomes:
Individual Paper Proposals (primarily Research Track)
· Paper title (max. 15 words) 
· Abstract (max. 500 words) 
· Short bio (max. 150–200 words) 
Panel Proposals (all tracks)
· Panel title (max. 15 words) 
· Panel description (max. 500 words) 
· List of participants (3–4 speakers, optional chair/discussant) 
· Short bios for all participants 
Workshops / Practice-Oriented Sessions (Tracks 2 and 3)
· Session title 
· Description of format and objectives (max. 500 words) 
· Information on facilitators 
Interactive and dialogue-based formats are strongly encouraged for Tracks 2 and 3.
Submission Process and Key Dates
Proposals should be submitted in Armenian or English and must clearly indicate the relevant conference track (Research Track, Practice and Methodology Track, or Experiential Learning Track). All submissions will undergo a selection process based on quality, relevance to the conference themes, and the overall balance and diversity of perspectives.
The deadline for submission is June 15, 2026, and applicants will be notified of the results by August 1, 2026. The conference will take place on November 13–14, 2026 in Yerevan, Armenia.
Proposals should be sent via email to office.yerevan@rwi.lu.se with a copy sent to arman.gasparyan@rwi.lu.se. For any questions regarding the submission process or the conference, applicants may contact arman.gasparyan@rwi.lu.se. 

