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Adaptation and human rights 

Photo: Marcelo Schneider/WCC, 2019
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/webinars-offer-sea-of-voices-on-human-rights-ethics-and-climate-change
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Objectives of the study

https://searchfacts.com/what-are-keywords-in-seo/ 

Assess how human 
rights are being 
integrated into the NAP 
process

01
Map how they have 
been directly and 
indirectly referenced in 
existing NAPs

02
Identify entry points on 
how human rights 
principles can inform 
the design and 
implementation of the 
NAPs

03



Methods

Evaluate 
human rights 

principles

Keyword 
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Submitted NAPs

Source: https://unfccc.int/topics/adaptation-and-resilience/workstreams/national-adaptation-plans

13 existing NAP 
guidelines: technical 
guidelines, gender 
responsiveness, health, 
urban and human 
settlement, finance, 
agriculture, forestry, 
fisheries, water, 
biodiversity

https://unfccc.int/topics/adaptation-and-resilience/workstreams/national-adaptation-plans


Explicit references 

Human rights (Brazil, 
Fiji)

Gender equality / women’s 
rights (Timor Leste, Saint 

Vincent and 
the Grenadines, Suriname, 

Fiji, Kenya, Kiribati)

Access to resources / 
land rights (Saint 

Vincent and 
the GrenadineS, Fiji , 

Sudan, Suriname)

Right to a healthy 
environment (Sudan, 
Nepal, Fiji, Kiribati)

Indigenous rights 
(Brazil, Suriname, 

Sudan)

Right to 
health/healthcare 

(Nepal, Fiji)

Right to water 
(Brazil, Palestine, 

Fiji)

Civil and social rights 
(Burkina Faso, Fiji) Child rights (Kenya) Education (Kuwait)

Food and Nutrition 
(Brazil, Fiji)

Housing / 
infrastructure (Fiji, 

Brazil)

Intellectual property 
(Suriname)

11/15 NAPs included at least 1 reference to “rights”



Findings 

Indirect references to human 
rights vary. Themes like food, 

water, and health were 
consistently referenced. 

Few countries directly 
mention human rights at all, 
let alone in a way that guides 
any part of the NAP process. 

Human rights are not generally 
utilised in a way that guides the 
NAP process but there are many 
entry points enhanced inclusion!

Indirect 
references

Explicit 
references 
to human 

rights

Lack of 
systematic 
inclusion



Going forward  

Use current NAPs to 
consider what a 

human rights-based 
approach to 

adaptation planning 
might look like.

Integrate strong 
human rights 
language into 

adaptation planning 
and 

implementation. 
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