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   Over the past 20 years,  legal  c l in ics f rom al l  reg ions in

Belarus have formed a network,  where socia l ly  vu lnerable

categor ies of  c i t izens can get an access to f ree legal

in format ion and ass istance, protect ion of  the i r  r ights,  and

legal  educat ion.  We are especia l ly  proud of  the graduates of

the c l in ics,  which,  among others,  have become judges of  the

Economic Court ,  renowned lawyers,  human r ights act iv ists as

wel l  as corporate lawyers.  Superv isors of  Belarus ian legal

c l in ics are appreciated internat ional ly  and regular ly  part ic ipate

in the act iv i t ies of  internat ional  networks for  c l in ica l  legal

educat ion (GAJE, ENCLE) as leading internat ional  workshops

and discussions devoted to c l in ica l  legal  educat ion.  Thanks to

internat ional  cooperat ion,  Belarus ian legal  c l in ics can

fami l iar ise wi th and implement innovat ive solut ions to press ing

problems that are faced by the legal  c l in ics community,

inc luding the consequences of  the Covid-19 pandemic.

   Through th is interact ion,  legal  c l in ics have a l ready acquired

some exper ience in promot ing and protect ing human r ights.

Pr imar i ly ,  they prov ide legal  in format ion about human r ights

issues as wel l  as f ree legal  adv ice to vu lnerable groups of

c i t izens of  whose  r ights have been v io lated. St i l l ,  legal  c l in ics

have s igni f icant potent ia l  to expand thei r  support  in the

promot ion and protect ion of  human r ights.  One of  the key

areas l ies in the introduct ion of  a human r ights-based

approach to the work of  legal  c l in ics,  both when teaching

students and support ing them in the process of  prov id ing

legal  in format ion and legal  adv ice.  Another potent ia l  area of

expansion is  through cooperat ion with c iv i l  society

organisat ions when work ing on strategic cases that  can lead

to the improvement of  leg is lat ion and pract ica l  appl icat ion of

laws.
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Strengthening the network of  legal  c l in ics,  inc luding the

creat ion of  an associat ion of  legal  c l in ics,  to share

exper ience as wel l  as promote and advocate for  issues of

common interests.

Ensur ing the susta inabi l i ty  of  legal  c l in ics through the

recogni t ion of  the importance of  c l in ica l  legal  educat ion at

the nat ional  leve l  as wel l  as through opportuni t ies for

internat ional  cooperat ion.

Deepening the interact ion with c iv i l  society organisat ions

to prov ide comprehensive and in-demand serv ices for

target groups, ref lect ing on the i r  needs assessment.

Dig i ta l isat ion of  act iv i t ies and serv ices of  legal  c l in ics to

respond adequate ly to the consequences of  the Covid-19

pandemic.

   In the i r  act iv i t ies,  legal  c l in ics face a number of  chal lenges.

The biggest one re lates to the lack of  adequate and

susta inable funding. Another acute issue is  the need to ensure

the t ransfer  of  knowledge and exper ience g iven the h igh rate

of  turnover among c l in ica l  superv isors.  Addi t ional ly ,  the

potent ia l  for  interact ion with non-governmenta l /  non-prof i t

organisat ions is  not ut i l ised suf f ic ient ly  to respond to the

needs of  target groups. The f ina l  chal lenge to ment ion here is

the inadequate capaci ty to respond to the current cr ises,

inc luding the consequences of  the Covid-19 pandemic.

Insuf f ic ient  technica l  capaci t ies and dig i ta l  sk i l ls  have

prevented some c l in ics f rom redesigning the i r  act iv i t ies to the

onl ine format.

   We see the further development of  c l in ica l  legal  educat ion in

Belarus in the fo l lowing areas:
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   The development of  c l in ica l  legal  educat ion in Belarus dates

back to the late 1990s and is  associated with the part ic ipat ion of

representat ives of  the law facul t ies of  Belarus ian univers i t ies in

internat ional  pro jects.

   The f i rst  c l in ic in Belarus with f ree legal  adv ice was establ ished

in 1998 at  the European Humanit ies Univers i ty  (EHU) on the

in i t iat ive of  the Dean of  the Facul ty of  Law, Al la Sokolova,  and with

the act ive part ic ipat ion of  the US teachers who worked at  EHU

under the Fulbr ight  Program. The work of  the EHU Legal  Cl in ic

consisted of  counsel l ing c l ients wi th a lawyer in the presence of

students ( the lawyer interv iewed the c l ient ,  then discussed the

case with the students and af ter  d iscussion immediate ly consul ted

the c l ient ) .  The legal  c l in ic operated at  EHU unt i l  the c losure of  the

univers i ty  in Minsk in 2004.

   In 2000, wi th the support  of  the Uni ted Nat ions Development

Program (UNDP) and the Off ice of  the Uni ted Nat ions High

Commiss ioner for  Refugees (UNHCR),  a legal  c l in ic was

establ ished at  the Belarus ian State Univers i ty  (BSU),  to inc lude

both pre l iminary t ra in ing of  students and di rect  work of  students

with c l ients supported by c l in ica l  superv isors.

   Further support  to the act iv i t ies of  the BSU legal  c l in ic was 

DEVELOPMENT OF
CLINICAL LEGAL
EDUCATION IN
BELARUS
Siarhei  Sale i ,  Yul iya Khvats ik

Free Legal  Advice
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prov ided by the Euras ia Foundat ion with funding of  the Uni ted

States Agency for  Internat ional  Development (USAID).  S ince

August 2003, the legal  c l in ic of  BSU has been integrated in the 

 Facul ty of  Law of  BSU as a structura l  un i t  -  the t ra in ing laboratory

"Legal  Cl in ic" .

   In 2000, on the in i t iat ive of  students,  a legal  c l in ic was founded

at the Belarus ian Inst i tute of  Law (BIP) ,  and the next year the BIP

legal  c l in ic became a structura l  un i t  of  the univers i ty .

   In 2001, wi th in the f ramework of  the TACIS pro ject ,  a student

legal  a id serv ice was establ ished at  Polotsk State Univers i ty ,  which

was inst i tut ional ised in 2002.

   The next stage in the development of  legal  c l in ics in Belarus was

in i t iated by state bodies.  According to c lause 2 of  the order of  the

Counci l  of  Min isters of  the Republ ic of  Belarus of  January 24, 2002

No. 15/102-22 and to the order of  the Pres ident of  the Republ ic of

Belarus of  January 21, 2002 No. 15/133-93 P 4669, the Min ist ry of

Educat ion of  the Republ ic of  Belarus issued a document f rom

February 7,  2002 No. 11-04/68 “On the creat ion of  a publ ic

ass istance of f ice at  the law facul ty of  the univers i ty .”

   In accordance with th is document,  c l in ics wi th legal  adv ice were

created at  law facul t ies of  h igher educat ional  inst i tut ions.  These

inc luded: 

Academy of Public Administration under the President of the Republic of

Belarus, Grodno State University, and Brest State University 

Belarusian State Economic University and Gomel State University 

Baranovichi State University and Mogilev State University 

Vitebsk State University 

The Academy at the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Republic of Belarus.

2002

2003

2004

2006

2008
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   The idea of    legal  educat ion based on the “Street  Law/Law in

Everyday L i fe”  program in Belarus was a lso developed thanks to

internat ional  cooperat ion.  In 1997-2002, representat ives of  the

Grodno Regional  Publ ic Associat ion of  Young Inte l lectuals “VIT”

were t ra ined on the methodologica l  and organisat ional  aspects of

th is program by the US-based organisat ion “Street  Law”,  St .

Petersburg Inst i tute of  Law named af ter  Pr ince P.G. Oldenburgsky

(Russia)  and the Pol ish Associat ion of  Legal  Educat ion.

Subsequent ly ,  they adapted the or ig ina l  teaching mater ia ls  and

publ ished or ig ina l  teaching and methodologica l  manuals for  school

chi ldren in Belarus ian language. 

Publ ic Legal  Educat ion

Image 1. A meeting organised by Public Association “VIT” in 1998

   A l l  of  these legal  c l in ics cont inue to operate today.  In i t iat ives to

create legal  c l in ics were a lso undertaken in subsequent years but

were less susta inable,  wi th the except ion of  a legal  c l in ic founded

in 2016 as the Vi tebsk branch of  the educat ional  inst i tut ion of  the

Federat ion of  Trade Unions of  Belarus “ Internat ional  Univers i ty

MITSO”.
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 In the 1998/99 academic year,  the Publ ic Associat ion “VIT” in

cooperat ion with the Facul ty of  Law at  Grodno State Univers i ty

p i loted the program of  legal  educat ion for  law students “Law in

Everyday L i fe” .  As part  of  the program, students learned to

develop the i r  own curr icu la for  c lasses on the basics of  law and

carr ied them out in schools in Grodno. In the fo l lowing academic

year,  th is program was inst i tut ional ised in the form of  a t ra in ing

legal  c l in ic at  the Grodno State Univers i ty .  Subsequent ly ,  a c l in ic

with f ree legal  adv ice was establ ished in Grodno three years later .

   In 2002, dur ing the per iod of  act ive creat ion and development of

legal  c l in ics,  the Publ ic Associat ion “VIT” organised an internship

program for  representat ives of  law facul t ies of  Belarus ian

univers i t ies on the pract ica l  issues of  organis ing and conduct ing

classes for  students under the “Street  Law/Law in Everyday L i fe”

program, and conducted summer school  for  law students.  As a

resul t ,  the t ra in ing program has been act ive ly implemented through

the work of  legal  c l in ics.  Today,  “ legal  educat ion” is  covered by

most legal  c l in ics in Belarus.

   As ment ioned prev iously,  the legal  regulat ion of  legal  c l in ics in

Belarus was in i t iated by the let ter  of  the Min ist ry of  Educat ion of

the Republ ic of  Belarus issued on February 7,  2002 No. 11-04 /

68 “On the creat ion of  a publ ic recept ion at  the law facul ty of  the

univers i ty” .  Between 2002 and 2010, the term “community

recept ion” was used to refer  to legal  c l in ics.

   On November 19, 2010, the Regulat ion of  the Min ist ry of

Just ice of  the Republ ic of  Belarus No. 98 “On some issues of

legal  educat ion of  the populat ion” was adopted. This regulat ion

def ines the status of  legal  c l in ics created on the basis of  h igher

educat ional  inst i tut ions.  Legal  in format ion and advice to c i t izens,

which is  not a profess ional  act iv i ty  of  prov id ing legal  ass istance,

should be carr ied out in legal  c l in ics under the guidance of

teachers of  the educat ional  inst i tut ion through

Regulatory framework of legal cl inical  education
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prov is ion of  adv ice on legal  issues as wel l  as ass istance to

prevent of fences.  

   According to the Resolut ion of  the Counci l  of  Min isters of  the

Republ ic of  Belarus issued on December 3,  2010 No. 1771, the

organisat ion of  the work of  legal  c l in ics,  community recept ions

based at  h igher educat ional  inst i tut ions,  under Law disc ip l ines,

to prov ide legal  ass istance to c i t izens,  was inc luded in the

Act ion Plan for  legal  educat ion of  c i t izens for  2011-2015. In the

new Act ion Plan for  Legal  Educat ion of  Ci t izens for  2016-2020

(approved by the Decree of  the Counci l  of  Min isters of  the

Republ ic of  Belarus No. 37 on January 20, 2016),  th is area of

work was a lso inc luded and expanded with the task of  carry ing

out legal  educat ion for  c i t izens on the basis of  h igher

educat ional  inst i tut ions.

   In 2017, the “Concept for  the Development of  Legal  Educat ion

in the Republ ic of  Belarus for  the Per iod unt i l  2025” was

adopted. I ts  prov is ions concern ing legal  c l in ics indicate the

increased state's interest  in the i r  act iv i t ies.  The Concept def ines

cl in ica l  legal  educat ion as pract ice-or iented t ra in ing a imed at

developing students'  profess ional  competencies in prov id ing

legal  in format ion and advice.  The document notes that  “ the

presence of  legal  c l in ics at  the law facul t ies of  h igher educat ion

inst i tut ions prov ides an integrated pract ice-or iented approach

to the t ra in ing of  legal  personnel .”  According to the Concept,

legal  c l in ics are designed to help improve the legal  cu l ture and

legal  awareness of  the populat ion,  to prov ide access to legal

ass istance to low- income and socia l ly  vu lnerable groups of  the

populat ion.

   The in i t ia l  t ra in ing of  superv isors of  legal  c l in ics (1998-2006) was

carr ied out as part  of  internat ional  cooperat ion,  wi th organisat ions

such as the Street  Law, the Pol ish Associat ion of  Legal  Educat ion,

St.  Petersburg Inst i tute of  Law. Tra in ings were a lso organised by

the Representat ive Of f ice of  the Amer ican Bar Associat ion with the 

Tra in ing of  superv isors of  legal  c l in ics 
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part ic ipat ion of  internat ional  experts in the f ie ld of  legal  c l in ica l

educat ion.

   In the ear ly  2000s, the f i rst  legal  c l in ics (Grodno State Univers i ty

and Belarus State Univers i ty )  began to t ra in c l in ica l  superv isors

independent ly ,  by t ransferr ing the i r  exper ience as wel l  as t ra in ing

graduates of  legal  c l in ics as c l in ica l  superv isors.  Gradual ly ,  th is

pract ice has become common in a l l  legal  c l in ics.

   At  the same t ime, internat ional  cooperat ion has remained an

important factor in the introduct ion of  innovat ions and for  fur ther

t ra in ing of  superv isors of  legal  c l in ics.  This inc luded tra in ing and

internships organised by the New Euras ia Establ ishment,  the

Pol ish Foundat ion of  Legal  Cl in ics,  the Raoul  Wal lenberg Inst i tute

for  Human Rights and Humanitar ian Law and other organisat ions.

For example,  in 2006, representat ives of  legal  c l in ics underwent a

week- long internship at  the legal  c l in ic in St.  Petersburg thanks to

the support  of  the Euras ia Foundat ion.  Further profess ional

development was most ly  indiv idual ,  i .e.  through attending

internat ional  educat ional  events ( in Russia,  Ukra ine,  Turkey,  USA,

Poland and other EU countr ies) .

   Among examples,  the representat ives of  Belarus ian v is i ted legal

c l in ics in Poland (Warsaw, Lubl in,  Poznan, and Lodz)  on November

22-27, 2011 to fami l iar ise wi th the ru les for  organis ing the

act iv i t ies of  c l in ics and communicat ing with c l in ica l  superv isors

and students.  Another example was educat ional  t ra in ing for  the

cl in ica l  superv isors “Program of  legal  c l in ica l  educat ion based on

the concept of  human r ights:  recommendat ions for

implementat ion” organised in Lund by the RWI in 2018.

   Addi t ional ly ,  t ra in ing c l in ica l  superv isors has become of  a crucia l

importance for  the newly created legal  c l in ics in Belarus.  Beside

the inter-univers i ty  legal  c l in ic in Minsk (2015),  t ra in ings for

superv isors of  legal  c l in ics by the Publ ic Associat ion “VIT” and

"Vi tebsk State Univers i ty  named af ter  P.M. Masherov” were

implemented in 2016 and 2017 under program “Strengthening the

potent ia l  of  jo int  in i t iat ives" wi th the support  of  the Euras ia 

9
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First ly ,  the work of  superv isors at  legal  c l in ics is  e i ther

voluntary or  min imal ly  paid.  As a resul t ,  c l in ica l  superv isors

do not stay in legal  c l in ics for  a long t ime, and every 2-3

years there is  a need to t ra in new ones. 

Secondly,  t ra in ing of  new c l in ica l  superv isors is  cost ly  and

avai lable funding is  very l imi ted.  Current ly ,  there are no

targeted internat ional  or  state programs funding pro jects in

the f ie ld of  legal  c l in ica l  educat ion.

Despi te i ts  potent ia l ,  the t ra in ing of  c l in ica l  superv isors faces a

number of  chal lenges:

Foundat ion.  Tra in ings covered var ious topics.  For example,  on

March 14-15, 2014, a t ra in ing co-organised with the Belarus ian

Union of  Lawyers "Belarus ian lawyers improve the i r  mediat ion

ski l ls”  a imed to popular ise the mediat ion procedure,  d isseminat ion  

of  knowledge about i t  and integrat ion into the resolut ion of  c iv i l

d isputes.  Subsequent ly  th is procedure was adopted by severa l

legal  c l in ics (e.g.  BSEU, Grodno) in the i r  serv ices to c i t izens.

Another example represents “Academy of  Human Rights” organised

in 2015 in St.  Petersburg of fer ing a t ra in ing for  students and

superv isors of  legal  c l in ics.  F ina l ly ,  under the inter-univers i ty  legal

c l in ic (December 2014 - May 2016),  c l in ica l  superv isors of  a l l  law

facul t ies in Minsk developed thei r  capaci t ies at  Summer School ,

methodologica l  seminars and other t ra in ings.

10
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CURRENT ACTIVITIES OF
LEGAL CLINICS
Kr ist ina Savi tskaya 

POLOTSK:

Polotsk State

Univers i ty

VITEBSK:

Vi tebsk State

Univers i ty

MOGILEV:

Mogi lev State

Univers i ty

GOMEL:

Gomel State

Univers i ty

BARANOVICHI:

Baranovichi

State Univers i ty

BREST:

Brest  State

Univers i ty

GRODNO:

Grodno

State

Univers i ty

MINSK (3 UNIVERSITIES):

Belarus ian State Economic

Univers i ty ;

Belarus ian State Univers i ty ;

Academy of  Publ ic

Administrat ion

Figure 1. The location of legal clinics in Belarus
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11

189

4

2019-2020: THE

ACTIVITIES OF

LEGAL CLINICS IN

NUMBERS

Legal  c l in ics carr ied

out the i r  act iv i t ies

Cases were ass isted

by legal  c l in ics

Superv isors and

teachers worked in

legal  c l in ics

Students studied and

worked in legal

c l in ics

Students,  on average,

worked under one teacher

at  the legal  c l in ic

Cases were handled

on average by one

student at  the c l in ic

Street  Law c lasses

were conducted by

legal  c l in ics
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free legal advice to citizens

responses to letters

provision of legal information

(public legal education) using

the street law framework.

The work of legal clinics in

Belarus mostly consists of:

2016

"Legal  Cl in ic"  (Centre
for  Educat ional
Innovat ion of  the
Facul ty of  Law,
Belarus ian State
Univers i ty )

MINSK

Pract ica l  Tra in ing Centre "Legal  Cl in ic”
(Facul ty of  Management,  Academy of

Publ ic Administrat ion under the Aegis of
the Pres ident of  the Republ ic of  Belarus)

MINSK

In  Belarus,  11 legal  c l in ics were

establ ished between 1999-2020. 

1999

2000

2002

2003

2004

2007

Legal  c l in ic (Grodno
State Univers i ty )

GRODNO

BARANOVICHI
Legal  Cl in ic (Facul ty of

Economics and Law
Baranovichi  State

Univers i ty )

Legal  c l in ic
( Internat ional

univers i ty  MITSO)

Student legal  counsel l ing  
(Belarus ian State
Economic Univers i ty )  

MINSK

Student sc ient i f ic
educat ional  laboratory
“Legal  Cl in ic"  (Gomel
State Univers i ty )

GOMEL

VITEBSK

Educat ional
laboratory
“Laboratory of  legal
in format ion”
(V i tebsk State
Univers i ty )

VITEBSK

Regional  Legal  A id Center (Mogi lev
State Univers i ty )

MOGILEV

Student Legal  A id Serv ice (Polotsk
State Univers i ty )

POLOTSK

Educat ional  laboratory “Legal  Cl in ic”
(Brest  State Univers i ty

BREST

Figure 3. The establishment of legal clinics
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   A l l  11 c l in ics in Belarus approached for  th is report  are engaged in

f ree legal  adv ice to c i t izens.  In some c l in ics,  i t  is  the i r  only act iv i ty .

Depending on the ru les establ ished in a part icu lar  legal  c l in ic,

students of  3d – 4th courses are engaged in th is act iv i ty .

Free legal  adv ice

In  2019-2020,

480 cases were

assisted by

legal  c l in ics.*

Belarus State
Univers i ty

Polotsk State
Univers i ty

Academy of  Publ ic
Administrat ion

Brest State
Univers i ty

Mogi lev State
Univers i ty

Belarus State
Economic Univers i ty

Vi tebsk State
Univers i ty

Grodno State
Univers i ty

MITSO

Baranovichi  State
Univers i ty

70

69

72

33

55

68

46

12

43

12

Figure 4.  The number of  cases ass isted by legal  c l in ics.
*Data f rom Gomel State Univers i ty  miss ing
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   Legal  c l in ics prov ide f ree legal  adv ice to the fo l lowing categor ies

of  c i t izens:  low- income; persons with d isabi l i t ies;  part ic ipants of

the Great Patr iot ic War;  orphans, chi ldren depr ived of  parenta l

care;  members of  large fami l ies;  pensioners;  young students,  and

others.  

   Legal  c l in ics ass isted c i t izens with legal  in format ion and advice

on var ious issues.  In 2019-2020, c i t izens sought the c l in ics’

ass istance on issues of  c iv i l ,  fami ly ,  housing,  labor,  admin ist rat ive,

socia l  secur i ty  law.

Image 2. 2018: Students of Legal Clinic of Gomel State University providing legal

aid on cases on administrative law
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Gender d ist r ibut ion:  the c l ients of  legal  c l in ics

Figure 6.

Men 30%

Women

70%
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Civil Law

30%

Housing Law

25% Family Law

20%

Labour Law

19%

Other

4%Administrative Law

1%

Social Protection

1%

Category of  cases processed by legal  c l in ics

Figure 5.
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On average, in 2019-2020, 4 cases were handled by one student;

and an average of  11 students worked under one c l in ica l  superv isor.

*S.U: (S)  =State 
        (U)  = Univers i ty

**Data f rom Gomel State Univers i ty  miss ing

Figure 8.
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   Under th is act iv i ty ,  students respond to let ters f rom ci t izens

who, due to object ive reasons ( i l lness,  a remote p lace of

res idence, etc. )  cannot receive advice personal ly ,  as wel l  as f rom

persons serv ing the i r  sentences in correct ional  inst i tut ions

(colonies,  pr isons,  etc. ) .  Th is act iv i ty  is  carr ied out by the c l in ics

at  the Belarus ian State Univers i ty ,  Mogi lev State Univers i ty ,

V i tebsk State Univers i ty  and Gomel State Univers i ty .

   Legal  issues addressed in the let ters are the same as the ones

of f ree legal  adv ice.  However,  as pract ice has shown, in contrast

to c i t izens seeking advice,  persons serv ing sentences in

correct ional  inst i tut ions are more interested in the issues of

cr iminal  procedures or admin ist rat ive law.

Response to let ters

   Street  law as a separate act iv i ty  is  carr ied out by 7 legal

c l in ics (V i tebsk State Univers i ty ,  Brest  State Univers i ty ,

Grodno State Univers i ty ,  Belarus ian State Univers i ty ,  Mogi lev 

Publ ic Legal  Educat ion (Street  Law)

Image 3. A supervisor of the legal clinic in Baranovichi State University with her

students
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State Univers i ty ,  Polotsk State Univers i ty ,  Gomel State Univers i ty ) .

In some c l in ics,  there is  no Street  law program, but c l in ics carry

out publ ic legal  educat ion act iv i t ies and inform c i t izens through

interact ive c lasses (Academy of  Publ ic Administrat ion,  Belarus ian

State Economic Univers i ty ) .  

   As part  of  the Street  Law course,  law students expla in pract ica l

law aspects to c i t izens who do not have legal  knowledge. The

Street Law programme helps educate law students by developing

thei r  knowledge ( through teaching others)  and basic legal  sk i l ls

(organis ing,  p lanning,  communicat ion,  publ ic speaking,  teamwork) .

Addi t ional ly ,  future lawyers learn to volunteer through the i r  pro

bono work that  he lps the local  community.

   The main target audience of  the Street  law di rect ion is

schoolchi ldren,  students of  secondary specia l ised educat ional

inst i tut ions,  or  students of  non- legal  facul t ies.  Some c l in ics

conduct c lasses for  e lder ly  c i t izens (Belarus ian State Univers i ty ,

Target audience of  Street  Law.

Non- legal
students

Post-secondary
students

People in medical-
labour centres

Hospice
pat ients

Elder ly
people

Chi ldren f rom
boarding schools

People serv ing
sentences

School
students

Wri ters

9

5

1

1

1

2

2

1

1

Figure 9.
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Polotsk State Univers i ty ) ,  persons in medical  and occupat ional  inst i tut ions

(V i tebsk State Univers i ty ) ,  hospice pat ients (Grodno State Univers i ty ) ,

inmates of  boarding schools (Mogi lev State Univers i ty ,  Polotsk State

Univers i ty ) ,  persons serv ing sentences (Polotsk State Univers i ty ) ,  and

others.

   As part  of  the Street  law act iv i t ies,  interact ive c lasses are held wi th the

face-to-face part ic ipat ion of  students and c i t izens.  In the context  of

Covid-19 pandemic,  c l in ics were forced to look for  new, safe forms of

work.  In 2019-2020, remote technologies were act ive ly int roduced into the

work of  c l in ics to organise onl ine t ra in ing for  target groups and prepare

students.  For example,  a legal  c l in ic at  the Polotsk State Univers i ty

conducted quizzes and c lasses on var ious legal  topics on the Zoom

plat form using Kahoot serv ice.

   The topics of  the street  law c lasses conducted by the c l in ics are

diverse.  Among the most popular  ones are:

20

Image 4. Students of the Academy of Public Administration held a lecture with

debates, analysis and case studies on human rights and freedoms for school students.

marr iage and fami ly  issues

respect for  d igni ty,  personal

integr i ty  or  reputat ion on the

Internet.

bul ly ing

 human r ights

administrat ive and cr iminal

issues,  c iv i l  l iab i l i ty  of  minors

consumer r ights protect ion

copyr ight



Image 5. Law students participating as a focus group in the first

interactive training on human trafficking in the modern world organised

by the participants of the legal clinic in Polotsk State University in 2018.
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In 2019-2020, the c l in ics conducted

242 Street  Law sessions.
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   Some of  the c l in ics have a number of  specia l  areas.  For example,  at

the c l in ic in Grodno, students learn about mediat ion as an a l ternat ive

way of  resolv ing d isputes,  as wel l  as about the main techniques used

in mediat ion and the ro le of  a mediator.  They a lso undergo specia l

pract ica l  t ra in ing at  the Grodno branch of  the “Mediat ion and Law”

Centre,  dur ing which they prepare for  mediat ion and act as ass istants

to a profess ional  mediator.  At  V i tebsk State univers i ty ,  the c l in ic a lso

inc ludes a debate c lub where students master the i r  oratory sk i l ls  and

soft  sk i l ls .  At  Belarus ian State Univers i ty ,  the c l in ic runs “Lawyer

Career Days”,  when students f rom legal  c l in ics meet wi th pract i t ioners.

   The theoret ica l  t ra in ing course for  students is  conducted at  a l l

c l in ics.  Tra in ing of  students is  usual ly  carr ied out in the areas of  f ree

legal  adv ice and Street  law, in both fu l l - t ime and distance format.  At

most univers i t ies,  the theoret ica l  course of  t ra in ing c l in ica l  students is

inc luded in the curr icu lum of  the facul ty and is  opt ional  (Academy of

Publ ic Administrat ion,  Belarus ian State Univers i ty ,  Brest  State

Univers i ty ,  Gomel State Univers i ty ,  Grodno State Univers i ty ,  MITSO,

Mogi lev State Univers i ty ,  Polotsk State Univers i ty ) .  Th is course is

compulsory at  Belarus ian State Univers i ty ,  whi le Baranovichi  State

Univers i ty  and Vi tebsk State Univers i ty  don’t  inc lude the course in the

curr icu lum; however,  addi t ional  c lasses are held for  students at  c l in ics.

Other act iv i t ies in c l in ics in 2019-2020

Theoret ica l  and pract ica l  t ra in ing

CASE STUDY:

Mogi lev State Univers i ty  has created a specia l ised

sect ion at  i ts  legal  c l in ic for  prov id ing legal  ass istance

to v ict ims of  domest ic v io lence, where women and

chi ldren can get f ree legal  adv ice.  Addi t ional ly ,  a

te lephone hot l ine system at the legal  c l in ic prov ides

counsel l ing for  ch i ldren that  have become witnesses

and v ict ims of  domest ic v io lence.  

Image 6. Students at the MSU Legal Clinic
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LEGAL CLINICS IN BELARUS

Clinic
Clinic’s address, contact information, website links,

social media 
Head

Legal clinic of Yanka

Kupala State

University of Grodno

(Grodno)

Ramult, Natalia

Alexandrovna

Department "Legal

Clinic" of the Center

for Educational

Innovation of the

Faculty of Law of

Belarusian State

University (Minsk)

Savkina, Yulia

Mikhailovna

Student Legal Aid

Service of Polotsk

State University

(Polotsk)

Soloviev, Pavel

Vitalievich

(Co-Head);

Shakhnovskaya, Irina

Viktorovna (Co-

Head);

Savitskaya, Kristina

Dmitrievna (Head of

Street Law

Department)

Address:

Phone: 

e-mail:

VK: 

Facebook:

 

 

 

Instagram:

Grodno, per. Dovatora 3/1, office 106. 

+375152480086

lawclinic.grsu@gmail.com/nramult@rambler.ru

vk.com/jurklinic

Grsu Legal Clinic (facebook.com) – 

facebook.com/Grsu-Legal-Clinic-

533172703682281/community/?

ref=page_internal&mt_nav=1

instagram.com/lawclinic.grsu/

Minsk, Leningradskaya str. 8, room 115

savkina_yuli@mai.ru 

law.bsu.by/faculty/educational-

laboratories/legal-clinic.html

vk.com/bsulegalclinic

bsulegalclinic

Address: 

e-mail:

Website:

 

VK:

Instagram:

211440, Republic of Belarus, Vitebsk region,

Polotsk district, Pos. Mezhdurechie, Mirnaya

str., 4a-1, office. A2-03

p.solovjov@psu.by / i.shakhnovskaya@psu.by

/ k.savitskaya@psu.by

www.psu.by/studentam/31-studencheskaya-

sluzhba-pravovoj-pomoshchi/77-

ctudencheskaja-sluzhba-pravovoj-pomoschi

kristina-leonkina@yandex.ru

streetlaw.tilda.ws

vk.com/club62604436

pravoprosto

Address:

 

 

Legal Aid-

e-mail:

 

Website: 

 

 

Street Law-

e-mail:

Website:

VK:

Instagram:

Student legal

counselling of BSEU

(Minsk)

Ivut, Natalia Iosifovna

Legal clinic of

International university

MITSO (Vitebsk)

Berezyuk, Olga

Anatolyevna

220070 Minsk, Partizansky prospect, 26, 3

educational building, foyer 

+375172097968

7609509@gmail.com

Address:

 

Phone:

e-mail:

Vitebsk, M. Shagall str., 8A

+375212669988 

mitsovf@mitsovf.by

Address:

Phone:

e-mail:
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Clinic
Clinic’s address, contact information, website links,

social media 
Head

Regional Legal Aid

Center of Mogilev

State A.Kuleshov

University (Mogilev) 

Khovratova, Svetlana

Nikolaevna

Practical Training

Center "Legal Clinic"

of the Faculty of

Management of the

Academy of Public

Administration

Masharov, Ruslan

Nikolaevich

Educational

laboratory "Legal

Clinic" of the Faculty

of Law of Brest State

University

Silchenko, Tatiana

Viktorovna

Student scientific

educational laboratory

"Legal Clinic" of

Gomel State

University (Gomel)

Pasynkov, Andrey

Vasilievich;

Tymoshenko, Marina

Vladimirovna (Head

of Street Law)

Legal Clinic at the

Faculty of Economics

and Law of

Baranovichi State

University

(Baranovichi)

Shulenkova, Irina

Valentinovna

212030 Mogilev, Leninskaya str. 35, office

100, Faculty of Economics and Law

+375222702747

hovratova@msu.by

fep.msu.by/index.php/kafedry/kafedra-

ugolovnogo-prava-i-ugolovnogo-

protsessa/regionalnyj-tsentr-pravovoj-

pomoshchi

Address:

 

Phone: 

e-mail:

Website:

220007, Minsk, Moskovskaya str., 17, office

819.

+375172295081 

apalawclinic@gmail.com

/r.masharov@gmail.com

Address:

 

Phone: 

e-mail:

Brest, Cosmonavtov Boulevard, 21, room

711a 

+375162217187 

klinikabrsu@mail.ru

brsu.by/div/yuridicheskaya-klinika

Address:

 

Phone: 

e-mail:

Website:

Gomel State University named after

F.Skoriny, Faculty of Law

yurklinikagomel@yandex.ru

Address:

 

e-mail:

Educational

laboratory

"Laboratory of legal

information" of

Vitebsk State

University named

after P.M.Masherov

Rebitskaya,

Ekaterina Vitalievna

Vitebsk, Prospect Moskovsky 33

+375298451637

vsu.legalclinic@vsu.by

tlf_vsu

Address:

Phone:

e-mail:

Instagram:

225404 Brest region, Baranovichi, Voikova

str., 21

+375295248030, 

shuarina@yandex.ru

Address:

 

Phone:

e-mail:
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   Th is sect ion is  based on responses of  11 legal  c l in ics col lected

in December 2020 and concerns the i r  partnerships with var ious

civ i l  society representat ives in Belarus.

   Among the f i rst  group of  partnerships,  the respondents

ment ioned conduct ing legal  educat ion c lasses or on-s i te 

c i t izens    at  inst i tut ions of  educat ion,  cu l ture,  socia l  protect ion,

and correct ional  serv ices.  Partners inc lude “Belarus ian Associat ion

of  Socia l  Workers” (cooperat ion on c lasses for  students at  the

Minsk th i rd-age univers i ty ) ;  “Belarus ian Union of  Women”,

“Belarus ian Society of  Disabled People” and “SOS-Chi ldren's

Vi l lages” (cooperat ion on f ree legal  adv ice to vu lnerable groups) ;

"L i fe Assistance Centre” (prov is ion of  pal l ia t ive legal  ass istance) .

   The second group of  partnerships concerned t ra in ing students

of  legal  c l in ics on issues such as the format ion of  profess ional

competencies,  legal  eth ics ( legal  adv ice,  law of f ices,  notary

of f ices) .  This group concerns the Belarus ian Republ ican Union of

Lawyers and i ts  inst i tut ion,  the Centre for  Mediat ion and Law.

   The th i rd group of  partnerships is  based on the implementat ion

of  jo int  pro jects and event  which covers var ious topics.  For

example,  the legal  c l in ic at  the Vi tebsk State Univers i ty  has

partnered with the Vi tebsk Regional  Youth Publ ic Associat ion

"Centre for  Ass istance to Terr i tor ia l  Development and Legal

Informat ion "Perspekt iva”.  They implemented the pro ject

"Promot ion of  a l ternat ive ways of  resolv ing c iv i l  conf l icts" and

ENGAGEMENT WITH
CIVIL SOCIETY
ORGANISATIONS
Siarhei  Sale i

25

'Engagement with CSOs'Legal Clinics in Belarus

conduct ing legal  educat ion c lasses or on-s i te counsel l ing

of  c i t izens

tra in ing students

of  legal  c l in ics on issues such as the format ion of  profess ional

competencies,  legal  eth ics

implementat ion

of  jo int  pro jects and events,



"Protect ion of  r ights wi thout t r ia l ”  under internat ional  pro ject  “Support

to local  development in the Republ ic of  Belarus”.  The legal  c l in ic at  the

Mogi lev State Univers i ty  cooperates with the Mogi lev env i ronmenta l

publ ic associat ion “ENDO” on the protect ion of  env i ronmenta l  r ights

and the implementat ion of  susta inable development goals (SDGs) at  the

local  and regional  leve ls.  The Legal  Cl in ic at  the Polotsk State

Univers i ty ,  in partnership wi th the Belarus ian Union of  Women, wi th the

f inancia l  support  of  the US Embassy,    has implemented the Women in

Law project  to prov ide legal  ass istance to women in vu lnerable

s i tuat ions.  Publ ic Associat ion “VIT” has exper ience of  cooperat ion in

pro ject  act iv i t ies and hold ing jo int  events wi th legal  c l in ics at  Grodno

State Univers i ty  and Belarus ian State Univers i ty  on legal  educat ion and

implementat ion of  env i ronmenta l  r ights of  c i t izens.  Organisat ions

“Centre for  Susta inable Development” and the “Associat ion for  the

Development of  Legal  Educat ion” hold jo int  events wi th a legal  c l in ic at

the Belarus ian State Univers i ty  on topics of  legal  educat ion.  F ina l ly ,

organisat ion “Off ice for  the Rights of  Persons with Disabi l i t ies” has

exper ience in conduct ing t ra in ing events for  representat ives of  legal

c l in ics on the pract ica l  issues of  counsel l ing people wi th d isabi l i t ies.

CASE STUDY:

With in the f ramework of  cooperat ion

with c iv i l  society organisat ion “L i fe

Assistance Centre” (Grodno) students

of  the legal  c l in ic at  the Grodno State

Univers i ty  prov ide pal l iat ive legal

ass istance to pat ients of  the

Hospice.  

Legal  adv ice on socia l  and heal th

issues is  in great demand in the

hospice.  For example,  they deal  wi th

issues of  socia l  secur i ty :  registrat ion

of  d isabi l i ty  and an indiv idual

program of  rehabi l i tat ion and 
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habi l i tat ion,  receiv ing f ree medic ines,  a l lowances, and benef i ts ,

accessib i l i ty  of  medical  care.  Among other tasks,  fami l ies of  the pat ients

often need help wi th paperwork,  housing issues,  and other problems.



   Among 11 legal  c l in ics approached in December 2020, 7 (64%)

indicated that  they assess the needs of  the i r  target groups. This

most ly  concerns the assessment of  needs under publ ic legal

educat ion.  Among the methods used, respondents most of ten

ment ioned quant i tat ive methods (surveys and quest ionnai res

about topics of  interest  to legal  educat ion c lasses,  inc luding in

onl ine format) .  Severa l  respondents a lso noted that  they use

qual i tat ive methods (conduct ing in-depth interv iews with the

administrat ion of  inst i tut ions and focus groups with event

part ic ipants) .

Image 8.  BSU Legal Clinic students telling citizens about the procedure for receiving

assistance in the legal clinic and the peculiarities of its work.

NEEDS ASSESSMENT
OF TARGET GROUPS
Siarhei  Sale i
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   When c l in ics prov ide f ree legal  adv ice to c i t izens,  they most ly

ident i fy  the i r  respect ive needs di rect ly  dur ing the interv iew process

as wel l  as through desk research ( i .e.  analys is of  law enforcement

pract ice)  in the preparat ion of  consul tat ions.
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Legal  c l in ics pay greater  at tent ion to the importance of  a more

thorough assessment of  the needs of  target groups, as wel l  as

the explore modern methods and tools for  needs assessment.

Legal  c l in ics explore the possib i l i ty  of  cooperat ion with

specia l ised state inst i tut ions and c iv i l  society organisat ions to

ident i fy  systemic problems when the r ights of  certa in groups of

c i t izens are v io lated. This cooperat ion can develop c lasses on

popular  topics of  ( in  the area of  legal  educat ion)  and jo int

in i t iat ives on strategic cases ( in the area of  f ree legal  adv ice) .

Based on the data obtained, it  is recommended that



INNOVATIONS IN THE
WORK OF LEGAL
CLINICS
Yul iya Khvats ik 

   Unt i l  2016, Belarus ian legal  c l in ics d id not pay a specia l  regard

to the aspects of  human r ights and gender equal i ty .  When handl ing

thei r  cases,  legal  c l in ics d id not apply human r ights-based

approach. Only a few of  publ ic legal  educat ion sess ions deal t  wi th

human r ights issues.

   Whi le the t ra in ing and work of  students at  legal  c l in ics was

based on the fundamenta l  pr inc ip les of  human r ights ( i .e.  respect

for  human digni ty,  equal i ty ,  non-discr iminat ion) ,  i t  was not d i rect ly

harmonised and analysed in connect ion with human r ights.  This

a lso re lated to the fact  that  most of  the law facul t ies in Belarus do

not of fer  compulsory human r ights courses.  Integrat ion of  human

r ights and gender equal i ty  aspects into the c l in ica l  legal  educat ion

system was intensi f ied in the past f ive years wi th the support  of

the Raoul  Wal lenberg Inst i tute for  Human Rights and Humanitar ian

Law. Among the key developments,  we can h ighl ight  the fo l lowing:

Integrat ion of  human r ights and gender equal i ty

aspects

1
 http://blendedlearning.rwi.lu.se/flow/module-i---international-human-rights-standards.aspx?

FlowCategoryID=896 29

   This course was developed to prov ide legal  c l in ic part ic ipants

(mentors and teachers)  wi th the theoret ica l  concepts of  human

r ights,  a human r ights-based approach and gender equal i ty .  The

blended course format combined onl ine and face-to-face t ra in ing,

meet ings with experts,  d iscussions.

1.
1

Blended Learning Course for Legal Cl inics (2016)
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2. Model Curriculum “Legal Cl inic (Professional ski l ls

of a lawyer” (2017).

   Th is model  curr icu lum has a l lowed a l l  facul t ies to use a uni f ied

approach to development of  c l in ica l  legal  educat ion curr icu lum and

i ts subsequent integrat ion in the legal  educat ion as such. The

resul t ing programme for  law facul t ies is  adapted for  use in the

educat ional  process,  meets the requirements for  the design of  the

corresponding programmes, and covers both f ree legal  adv ice and

publ ic legal  educat ion.  The purpose of  teaching th is academic

disc ip l ine is  to form profess ional  legal  competencies of  a student

that meet the requirements of  the labor market and support  the

ro le of  a lawyer in society,  whi le fo l lowing the pr inc ip les of  human

r ights and gender equal i ty .  This innovatory programme based on

understanding and integrat ion of  aspects re lated to human r ights

and gender equal i ty .

Image 9. Meeting to discuss the development of the model curriculum held in 2017
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3. Manual for supervisors of legal cl inics (2019-2020)

   Th is unique textbook conta ins pedagogica l  exper ience of  the

teachers at  legal  c l in ics in Belarus.  The methodology for  th is

toolk i t  is  based on a human r ights-based approach -  i t  a ims to

educate for  human r ights,  through human r ights,  and about
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human r ights -  and is  now recognised as one of  the most

promis ing and ef fect ive ways to t ra in lawyers.  Integrat ion of  human

r ights aspects in legal  educat ion is  one of  the ways to look at  th is

specia l  d isc ip l ine f rom a d i f ferent angle,  and to f ind specia l

aspects that  d i rect ly  af fect  a person.

   For students,  the manual  guides the i r  understanding of  human

r ights,  develop the i r  sk i l ls  of  cr i t ica l  and independent th ink ing,  as

wel l  the sk i l ls  of  analys ing and interpret ing legal  norms tak ing into

account human r ights.

   For teachers,  the methods presented in the manual  are adapted

to speci f ic  pedagogica l  at t i tudes.  The structure of  the lessons is

based on the e lements of  human r ights educat ion (educat ion “ for” ,

“about”,  and “through”,  human r ights) ,  as they const i tute a c lear

outcome. The pract ica l  implementat ion involves jo int  act iv i t ies of

teachers and students,  which are based on consensus and the

pr inc ip les of  d i f ferent iat ion and indiv idual isat ion as wel l  as opt imal

use of  human and technica l  potent ia l .  A lso inc luded is the use of

interact ive teaching methods, a l lowing a l l  students to engage in

work equal ly  and avoid d iscr iminat ion,  and develop cr i t ica l

th ink ing,  which wi l l  he lp them learn to be more accountable and

cooperat ive.  Released in ear ly  2021, th is guide is  authored by

representat ives of  legal  c l in ics f rom across Belarus.

   Among other innovat ive act iv i t ies in the f ie ld of  human r ights and

gender equal i ty ,  the legal  c l in ic at  the Belarus ian State Univers i ty

establ ished “ Internet Centre for  Legal  Issues of  Gender Equal i ty” .  

 The Centre was in i t iated under the pro ject  “Legal  guarantees and

implementat ion of  the pr inc ip les of  gender equal i ty  in the Republ ic

of  Belarus”,  wi th the support  of  the Uni ted Nat ions Educat ional ,

Scient i f ic  and Cul tura l  Organisat ion UNESCO, (2016 - 2017).

However,  there are no publ ic ly  ava i lab le deta i ls  of  the Centre’s

act iv i t ies and i ts  work af ter  the complet ion of  the pro ject .

2
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https://law.bsu.by/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=10684&catid=23 
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Digi ta l isat ion af fects the work of  legal  c l in ics in many ways:  be

i t  organis ing t ra in ing,  receiv ing c i t izens,  or  fac i l i tat ing

opportuni t ies for  the i r  development through conferences and

technica l  ass istance.

The c l in ics in Belarus are keen on expanding the i r  work wi th

dig i ta l  opportuni t ies.  However,  precondi t ions ( i .e.  technica l  and

human) for  doing so d i f fer  f rom cl in ic to c l in ic.  Regional  c l in ics

are in a more vu lnerable posi t ion compared to those in Minsk.

Over 60% of the approached c l in ics’  representat ives are

interested to learn how to use d ig i ta l  tools to conduct t ra in ing

and other act iv i t ies,  70% consider the onl ine format

appropr iate and ef fect ive for  the i r  work,  and 66% bel ieve that

d ig i ta l isat ion is  increasing opportuni t ies for  legal  c l in ics to

serve the i r  miss ion.

   Appl icat ion of  innovat ive technologies and methods in modern

educat ion is  becoming extremely re levant – wi th modern

univers i t ies turn ing into d ig i ta l  educat ional  p lat forms to create and

develop new pract ices for  innovat ing t radi t ional  ways of

educat ional  interact ion and se l f -educat ional  act iv i t ies of  students.

The increasing number of  conferences,  seminars,  and round tables

held on th is topic conf i rms th is tendency a lso in the f ie ld of  c l in ica l

legal  educat ion.

   One of  them was onl ine conference “Dig i ta l  t ransformat ion of

Belarus ian legal  c l in ics:  Innovat ion.  Inspi rat ion.  Interact ion”,

organised by the Raoul  Wal lenberg Inst i tute for  Human Rights and

Humanitar ian Law on December 16, 2020. I t  gathered 50

part ic ipants f rom Belarus and abroad who contr ibuted to var ious

pol ls  and assessments held before,  dur ing,  and af ter  the

conference.

This has informed the fo l lowing observat ions:

Digi ta l isat ion and interact ive learn ing



3 law.bsu.by/novosti/novosti-yuridicheskoj-kliniki/11270-tekhnologicheskoe-predprinimatelstvo-

novoe-napravlenie-pravovogo-prosveshcheniya-provodimogo-yuridicheskoj-klinikoj-bgu-v-

ramkakh-sotrudnichestva-s-eu-apple-program-fmo-bgu-19-oktyabrya-2018-g.html
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The Covid-19 s i tuat ion has resul ted in some adjustments to

the c l in ics'  work,  inc luding explor ing d istance learn ing

opportuni t ies,  a l though some of  the approached c l in ics

were yet  to prov ide further deta i ls .  Whi le many c l in ics

ment ioned that the number of  c l ients decreased

signi f icant ly ,  some were able to of fer  c l ients an onl ine

serv ice,  and onl ine or b lended opt ions to students.

Al though the area of  f ree legal  adv ice is  more adapt ive for

the onl ine format,  there are a lso some promis ing examples

in the area of  publ ic legal  educat ion,  i .e.  st reet  law. At the

Polotsk State Univers i ty  in 2020, the c l in ic remote ly

organised students'  work on the compi lat ion of  in format ion

and legal  mater ia ls ,  he ld onl ine lessons for  schoolchi ldren,

as wel l  as created educat ional  courses for  persons in

pr ison.

   A long the Covid-19 being a cata lyst  of  d ig i ta l isat ion,  some

cl in ics have been progress ing towards d ig i ta l  innovat ion more

gradual ly .  In 2019, the legal  c l in ic at  the Belarus ian State

Univers i ty  he ld a sect ion on legal  educat ion with 3rd-year

students studying Commercia l  Law, who developed a ser ies of

interact ive presentat ions students of  the Facul ty of

Radiophysic under the course “Technologica l

Entrepreneurship”.  Explor ing how to do business in the f ie ld of

in format ion technology,  students a lso d iscussed the

possib i l i t ies of  start ing the i r  own business,  the pecul iar i t ies of

the High-Tech Park env i ronment,  and the opt ion of  f ree lance

exchanges.  Among other innovat ions at  th is c l in ic,  the scope

has gradual ly  expanding beyond prov is ion of  f ree legal  adv ice

and responses to let ters s ince September 2020. New act iv i t ies

inc lude themat ic workshops and seminars wi th the 
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CASE STUDY:

The Legal Clinic “Legal Informing Laboratory” of Vitebsk State University is

implementing 4 media projects on legal education of young people via the

Instagram account of the Faculty of Law. Topics include: controversial

issues; human rights in simple terms; legal quiz; UN fact-checks. Since

2018, the legal clinic has been an interdisciplinary association and its

projects involve not only students of the Faculty of Law, but also the

Faculty of Social Pedagogy and Psychology and the Faculty of Philology. 

part ic ipat ion of  pract ic ing lawyers;  t ra in ing on the development of

soft  sk i l ls ;  interact ive lectures and seminars of  law facul ty teachers

on issues not inc luded in the main curr icu lum of  the course.

Subsequent ly ,  the legal  c l in ic has been t ransformed into the Centre

for  Pract ica l  Tra in ing of  Lawyers.
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Image 10. Students of legal clinic of Vitebsk State University discussing new topics for Street

Law sessions in 2021.

   Consider ing the perspect ive of  legal  c l in ics in Belarus,  fur ther

innovat ion presupposes the use of  b lended learn ing and the t ra in ing

of c l in ica l  superv isors on new dig i ta l  competencies.  This ref lects

increased demands on the ro le of  superv isors (see next page) .  



   F i rst ,  a superv isor of  a legal  c l in ic should act as a student management

specia l is t .  Th is inc ludes an introduct ion to interact ive teaching methods

and e lements of  b lended learn ing or e- learn ing.  Now the superv isor has to

adapt var ious forms of  the i r  educat ional  work,  change act iv i t ies,  d ist r ibute

groups and subgroups depending on var ious parameters,  adjust  recording

of students'  achievements and the i r  moni tor ing.  The need for  new

manager ia l  competencies is  obvious.

   Secondly,  the superv isor should per form the ro le of  a pedagogica l

designer who col lects or  designs h is own curr icu lum, harmonises work

with students wi th var ious parts of  educat ional  mater ia l  (e.g.   on Moodle)

and disseminates i t .  Now the superv isor searches for  and adapts the

necessary in format ion and communicat ion technologies for  c lasses,  the

course,  inc luding gamif icat ion ( i .e.  Kahoot ) .

   Th i rd ly,  the superv isor should be a specia l is t  in the analys is and

development of  educat ional  act iv i t ies of  students.  As an analyst  in the f ie ld

of  indiv idual  and group tra in ing,  the superv isor should be able to use

software products ( inc luding those based on Big Data and Data Min ing

methods)  to analyse and plan for  the most appropr iate t ra in ing e lements

and develop speci f ic  teaching methodologies,  whi le ident i fy ing d i f f icu l t ies

in h is educat ional  act iv i t ies based on ev idence. Hence, the success and

adaptabi l i ty  of  law graduates to modern rea l i t ies of  the i r  profess ion wi l l

depend on how wel l  the i r  superv isor is  able to ut i l ise h is/her d ig i ta l  sk i l ls .

   Among emerging t rends, the Centre for  the Development of  Legal  Cl in ics

of  Russia has recent ly  launched an onl ine course p lat form for  students of

legal  c l in ics.  The authors of  the courses are c l in ica l  superv isors who have

received specia l  t ra in ing on dig i ta l  sk i l ls .  In th is regard,  i t  is  important to

note that  the development of  new educat ional  content and forms of

educat ion at  legal  c l in ics wi l l  a lso increase the compet i t iveness of  c l in ica l

superv isors in the academic env i ronment as such.

   To summar ise,  legal  c l in ics in Belarus are increasingly embracing

technologica l  and dig i ta l  opportuni t ies.  There is  a strong potent ia l  for  the

development of  b lended and onl ine learn ing and the prov is ion of

in format ion and legal  serv ices in a d istance format.  St i l l ,  a l l  o f  th is requi res

mot ivat ion and mater ia l  support  f rom law facul t ies and the i r  partners.
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INTERNATIONAL
ENGAGEMENT OF
LEGAL CLINICS
Yul iya Khvats ik,  Kr ist ina Savi tskaya,  S iarhei  Sale i

   One of  the f i rst  internat ional  partners of  legal  c l in ics in Belarus

was the Const i tut ional  and Legal  Pol icy Inst i tute (Budapest,

Hungary)  of  the Open Society Inst i tute (COLPI-OSI ) .  S ince 1998,

they have prov ided methodologica l  support  to the development of

legal  c l in ica l  educat ion in the countr ies of  the former USSR,

inc luding conferences and t ra in ings attended by representat ives of

the law facul t ies f rom Belarus.

   Another important contr ibut ion to the development of  legal

c l in ics in Belarus was the Centra l  European and Euras ian Legal

In i t iat ive Program of  the Amer ican Bar Associat ion (ABA /  CEELI ) .

In 1998-1999, they col laborated with the Publ ic Associat ion “VIT”

to organise a ser ies of  events to fami l iar ise representat ives of  the

legal  community wi th the program “Street  Law /  Everyday Law”.  In

2002, the Representat ive Of f ice of  the ABA held a conference to

present the concept of  legal  c l in ics as a possib le mechanism for

implement ing the prov is ions issued by the Min ist ry of  Educat ion of

the Republ ic of  Belarus on February 7,  2002 No. 11-04 /  68 “On

the creat ion of  a publ ic recept ion at  the law facul ty of  the

univers i ty .”  Thanks to th is conference, which was attended by

internat ional  experts as wel l  as representat ives of  interested

Belarus ian min ist r ies and law schools,  the idea of    legal  c l in ics was

posi t ive ly  received by the legal  academic community in Belarus.  In

2002-2006, t ra in ing,  seminars and internships were held on

programmat ic and organisat ional  issues of  legal  c l in ics by the

History of  internat ional  cooperat ion in the

f ie ld of  c l in ica l  legal  educat ion.
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ABA Representat ive Of f ice wi th the part ic ipat ion of  Belarus ian and

internat ional  experts to prov ide methodologica l  support  for  the

creat ion and development of  legal  c l in ics,  which la id the

foundat ion for  the i r  susta inabi l i ty .

   From 2005 to 2017, methodologica l  and f inancia l  support  to

legal  c l in ics was prov ided by the Euras ia Foundat ion and the New

Euras ia Establ ishment (Belarus ian of f ice of  the Euras ia Foundat ion)

wi th the support  of  the Uni ted States Agency for  Internat ional

Development (USAID) and other donors.  In 2005-2008, the

Belarus ian State Univers i ty  was supported to develop the idea of    

legal  c l in ica l  educat ion in Belarus,  inc luding hold ing t ra in ing

events,  conferences,  internships at  the St.  Petersburg Inst i tute of

Law, creat ion of  a specia l ised Internet resource and publ icat ion of

methodologica l  mater ia ls  for  legal  c l in ics of  univers i t ies in Belarus.

   Th is development cont inued in 2008-2010, wi th support

prov ided to the development of  four regional  legal  c l in ics ( in Brest ,

V i tebsk,  Gomel and Grodno),  se lected in an open compet i t ion.

   In 2010-2011, wi th the support  of  the Min ist ry of  Fore ign Af fa i rs

of  the Kingdom of the Nether lands, specia l ised courses “Socia l

Secur i ty  Law” and “Envi ronmenta l  Law” were launched at  the legal

c l in ic of  the Belarus ian State Univers i ty  a long with organis ing the

f i rst  specia l ised compet i t ion for  legal  c l in ica l  educat ion and a

ser ies of  events for  the profess ional  development of  employees of

legal  c l in ics,  inc luding an internship in a legal  c l in ic of  Donetsk

Nat ional  Univers i ty  (Ukra ine) .

   In 2011-2012, legal  c l in ics were supported through cooperat ion

with the Pol ish Foundat ion for  Legal  Cl in ics.  Belarus ian

representat ives took part  in the internat ional  conference of  the

Global  A l l iance for  Legal  Educat ion (GAJE) in Valencia,  got

acquainted with the Pol ish exper ience of  legal  c l in ica l  educat ion

and developed standards for  the act iv i t ies of  legal  c l in ics in

Belarus.  In addi t ion,  a ser ies of  events were held on the

organisat ional  development of  legal  c l in ics.
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   In 2013-2017, ass istance to legal  c l in ics cont inued to be

prov ided through the Euras ia Foundat ion Capaci ty Bui ld ing Joint

In i t iat ives Program. F inancia l  support  was prov ided to establ ish an

inter-univers i ty  legal  c l in ic in Minsk as wel l  as strengthen the

organisat ional  st ructure and expand act iv i t ies of  legal  c l in ics at

Academy of  Publ ic Administrat ion,  Brest  State Univers i ty ,  V i tebsk

State Univers i ty  and Grodno State Univers i ty .  In addi t ion,  dur ing

th is per iod,  t ra in ing,  conferences and compet i t ions in c l in ica l  legal

educat ion were held,  and legal  c l in ics representat ives were

supported to at tend internat ional  events.

   From 2015 to 2020, the act iv i t ies of  legal  c l in ics were supported

under Academic cooperat ion of  Belarus ian univers i t ies wi th the

Raoul  Wal lenberg Inst i tute for  Human Rights and Humanitar ian

Law. Methodologica l  support  and t ra in ing of  c l in ica l  superv isors

was prov ided with an emphasis on issues of  human r ights and

gender equal i ty .

Addi t ional ly ,  representat ives of  Belarus ian legal  c l in ics were able

to take part  in internat ional  exchange programs:
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Community Connect ions -  three-week study v is i ts  to the USA

(2006, 2010) on the subject  of  Legal  Cl in ics (approx.  20

representat ives of  legal  c l in ics) .

Fu lbr ight  V is i t ing Program - research v is i t  to Columbia

Univers i ty  (USA) supported by Cl in ica l  Professor Phi l ip M. Genty

(2016, Y.  Khvats ik ) .

V isby Program – conduct ing a study at  the Raoul  Wal lenberg

Inst i tute for  Human Rights and Humanitar ian Law in Lund,

Sweden, on l inkages between c l in ica l  legal  educat ion and

human r ights educat ion (2019-2021, Y.  Khvats ik ) .



   Many representat ives of  the Belarus ian legal  c l in ics a lso took

part  in conferences of  the European Standards for  Cl in ica l  Legal

Educat ion (ENCLE):  2011 Szczecin,  Poland (2 persons) ;  2015

Valencia,  Spain (2 persons f rom Belarus ian State Univers i ty ) ;  2017

Newcast le UK, 3 persons (Belarus ian State Univers i ty ,  Belarus ian

State Economic Univers i ty ) ;  2018 Tur in,  I ta ly  (5 people f rom

Belarus) .  

   Part ic ipat ion of  c l in ic ians in internat ional  events g ives a huge

impetus to new profess ional  knowledge, mot ivat ion and expanding

the c i rc le of  network ing.  The ro le of  internat ional  partners is

essent ia l  in  prov id ing f inancia l  support  to the part ic ipants.

Durban, South Afr ica ( I .  Kuzmin ich,  Grodno
State Univers i ty ) ;

2001

2004

2011

2013

2015

2017

2019

Krakow, Poland (S.  Sale i ,  Publ ic Associat ion
“VIT" )

Valencia,  Spain (10 part ic ipants f rom
Belarus)

New Delh i ,  India (S.  Sale i ,  Publ ic Associat ion
“VIT",  R.  Masharov,  Academy of  Publ ic
Administrat ion,  U, E.  Belyakova, D. Berezko,
Vi tebsk State Univers i ty ) ;

Denis Berezko and Lyudmi la Shera iz ina

Denis Berezko, Ekater ina Rebi tskaya and
Kr ist ina Savi tskaya.

Eskeshih i r ,  Turkey (10 part ic ipants f rom
Belarus)

Figure 10.

Timeline of

conferences.

Over the years,  a h igh number of  part ic ipants f rom Belarus

attended conferences of  the Global  A l l iance for  Just ice Educat ion

(GAJE):
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   Based on the responses f rom the approached c l in ics,  many of

them have benef i ted f rom internat ional  pro jects and events held in

2019-2020.

   One of  the most s igni f icant internat ional  events held in Belarus

was Internat ional  Conference “Legal  Cl in ics:  A Look into the

Future”.  The conference was organised in Polotsk on November

27-29, 2019 by the Raoul  Wal lenberg Inst i tute for  Human Rights

and Humanitar ian Law in cooperat ion with the Facul ty of  Law of

Polotsk State Univers i ty .  The conference managed to gather

representat ives of  a l l  c l in ics in Belarus,  as wel l  as heads and

employees of  legal  c l in ics f rom Armenia,  Georgia,  Poland, the

Nether lands, Latv ia,  Ukra ine and the Czech Republ ic.  At  the

conference, part ic ipants d iscussed var ious chal lenges of  legal

c l in ic work,  shared the i r  exper ience and presented the i r  act iv i t ies.

The conference was a lso attended by pract i t ioners so the c l in ics 

The recent engagement in internat ional

pro jects and events 

Image 10. Conference GAJE held in Turkey in 2015 
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could d iscuss the i r  exper ience with representat ives of  legal  a id

of f ices f rom Polotsk and Brest ,  law of f ices,  prosecutors,  as wel l  as

representat ives of  the Polotsk regional  l ibrary.

   RWI a lso fac i l i tated opportuni t ies for  c l in ics to at tend

internat ional  events,  such as a workshop in Lund on May 21-23,

2019, where representat ives of  Belarus ian legal  c l in ics have a lso

an opportuni ty to interact wi th the i r  peers f rom 6 countr ies.

Another opportuni ty prov ided by RWI was a seminar wi th

internat ional  experts on teaching methodology in legal  c l in ics

“Test ing mater ia ls  for  teachers of  legal  c l in ics” he ld in Minsk on

October 9-12, 2019 and attended by representat ives of  6 legal

c l in ics (Belarus ian State Univers i ty ,  Polotsk State Univers i ty ,

V i tebsk State Univers i ty ,  Mogi lev State Univers i ty ,  Brest  State

Univers i ty ,  Grodno State Univers i ty ) .

   Among other in i t iat ives,  the c l in ic at  Grodno State Univers i ty

jo ined the “Ecomonitor ing” pro ject  funded by the European Union

and UNDP in Belarus together wi th the Min ist ry of  Natura l

Resources and Envi ronmenta l  Protect ion of  the Republ ic of  

Image 11. International conference organised in Polotsk in 2019 
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Belarus.  In 2019, the c l in ic of  V i tebsk State Univers i ty  took part  in

the pro ject  “Creat ion of  a Centre for  the Promot ion and Support  of

Entrepreneurship and Innovat ion in the Glubokoye Distr ict ,  V i tebsk

Region, Belarus”,  implemented as part  of  an in i t iat ive of  the

European Union.  F ina l ly ,  the c l in ic of  Polotsk State Univers i ty ,

cooperated in 2019 with the Belarus ian Union of  Women on the

Women in Law project  to prov ide legal  ass istance to women in

vulnerable s i tuat ion,  which was supported by the US Embassy in

the Republ ic of  Belarus.
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CASE STUDY 

Legal  Cl in ic of  Polotsk State

Univers i ty  cooperates with

Belarus ian Union of  Women and

Polotsk Uni ted Organizat ion of

PA “BelOI”  to prov ide f ree legal

advice to vu lnerable groups ( i .e.

women and people wi th

disabi l i t ies)  but a lso in var ious

internat ional  pro jects.  For

example,  the pro ject  “Women

in Law”,  implemented in cooperat ion with the Belarus ian Union of

Women, received funding f rom the US Embassy in Belarus.  

Image 12. Guide, 'Women's Rights' created

under the project

'International Engagement'Legal Clinics in Belarus



AFTERWORD
   Cl in ica l  legal  educat ion is  increasingly becoming an important

and popular  part  of  many law facul t ies wor ldwide. Whi le the unique

combinat ion of  socia l  funct ion and appeal ing interact ive format

dist inguishes i t  f rom other forms of  legal  educat ion,  i t  a lso helps

expand the univers i ty 's capabi l i t ies in teaching and learn ing

through prov id ing f ree legal  adv ice and publ ic legal  educat ion.  

   In th is report ,  the authors presented some of  the key aspects

associated with the work of  legal  c l in ics in Belarus over the last

two decades. Thanks to internat ional  support  and the i r  own

commitment and dr ive,  legal  c l in ics have become a sound part  of

the legal  educat ion in Belarus with increasing expert ise and

re levance. Thei r  expanding ro le in the legal  educat ion enables

students to learn unique pract ica l  ins ights and sk i l ls  essent ia l  for

the i r  profess ional  development.  New opportuni t ies for  growth are

foreseen thanks to d ig i ta l isat ion and other innovat ions embraced

by the c l in ics.  In addi t ion,  legal  c l in ics are becoming more re levant

for  the i r  local  communit ies through the i r  increasing prov is ion of

legal  ass istance to vu lnerable groups. These serv ices have a

potent ia l  to expand further through greater  engagement wi th c iv i l

society and integrat ion of  aspects re lated to human r ights and

gender equal i ty  in the i r  work.  

   Today,  Belarus ian legal  c l in ics can mark a number of

achievements but a lso face new chal lenges that  wi l l  determine the

direct ions of  the i r  work in the coming years.  We hope th is report

sparks an interest  in the work of  legal  c l in ics in Belarus but a lso in

other countr ies and contexts and contr ibutes to the i r  fur ther

development – to broaden opportuni t ies for  univers i t ies to prov ide

pract ica l  exper ience whi lst  of fer ing a va luable serv ice to the local

community.
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