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Director’s Statement

Being the director of a global institution means I can 
be celebrating achievements in Amman, Jordan one 
week and speaking to key partners in Yangon, My-
anmar the next.

However, looking back over 2016, one of the days 
that sticks out for me most, is when I attended an 
event a bit closer to home in Malmö, Sweden.

This city faces a number of major challenges when 
it comes to inclusion and integration, partly due to 
the number of refugees settling in the city in recent 
years.

I was invited to an event there that the city had plan-
ned on March 21 to commemorate the UN’s Interna-
tional Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination.

That day, I was extremely impressed with the people 
I met and the things I heard. These are dedicated 
people working to create an open and inclusive city 
for everyone, including Jews, Muslims, people with 
an Afro-Swedish background and refugees coming 
from places like Syria and Afghanistan. 

The work being done in Malmö is reflective of the 
work taking place in many of the cities and regions 
throughout Sweden that I’ve had the pleasure to 
learn more about through our cooperation with the 
Swedish Association of Local Authorities and Re-
gions (SALAR). Together with SALAR, we’ve done 
ground-breaking work to set out criteria for what it 
means to be a human rights city.

2016 has reminded me that it’s easy to get caught 
up in trying to improve human rights far away, while 
forgetting that there is still so much to be done clo-
ser to home.  

Our mission to contribute to a wider understanding 
of, and respect for, human rights and international 
humanitarian law is not restrained by borders. The 
work needs to happen everywhere. We owe it to the 
next generations.

In the last 25 years, the human rights developments 
in the world have largely moved in a positive direc-
tion. But today we are seeing civil, political, econo-
mic, social and cultural rights increasingly coming 
under pressure.

Far too many lack equal protection before the law 
and suffer from entrenched discrimination based on 
race, gender, sexual orientation or disability. Migrants 
and refugees continue to face serious obstacles in 
accessing safety and basic human rights. Hate crime 
is on the rise.

Growing inequality, locally and globally, is reason for 
a renewed focus on economic, social and cultural 
rights in order to take the call to leave no one behind 
from the UN Sustainable Development Goals serio-
usly. Climate change is making life more difficult for 
all, especially the most vulnerable.

At the same time, throughout the world, justice sec-
tor institutions are being discredited and press free-
dom is declining. These dynamics are not unique to 
one country. Through our global presence, we are 
seeing these worrying trends.

Meanwhile, the institutions that were built up with 
great success after World War II to act as buffers 
against new conflicts and to promote and protect 
human rights are being eroded. Many have begun to 
doubt the legitimacy of these institutions, including 
the UN, the EU, and national democratic institutions.

It’s a lot to cope with at the same time, but there’s a 
real risk that if these developments are not properly 
addressed that the generation coming after us, for 
the first time in 50 years, might be facing a world 
with weaker human rights protection and democratic 
institutions.

Our Institute was founded in 1984. Since then we 
have continued to expand, redefine and reinvent our 
approach to bring about just and inclusive societies 
with the effective realisation of human rights for all. 
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New challenges means actors like us must constant-
ly reconfigure ourselves to be as effective and rele-
vant as possible.

In 2015, based on our expertise, we identified four 
focus areas to strengthen our efforts in the areas of 
human rights that we think the world needs most 
and that we can best deliver on. In 2016, we reorga-
nised the Institute to best leverage these new focus 
areas: People on the Move, Inclusive Societies, Fair 
and Efficient Justice, and Economic Globalisation 
and Human Rights. 

Thanks to generous funding and strong relationships 
with our partners around the world, we are proud of 
the achievements made during an extremely challen-
ging year in 2016. 

However, going forward there is so much more to be 
done. Our vision is to bring about just and inclusi-
ve societies with effective realisation of human rights 
for all. This is not something that happens overnight. 
The Raoul Wallenberg Institute has over 30 years 
of experience working for positive human rights 
change. We constantly strive to remain an agile and 
relevant institution that works in close partnerships 
with others to continue the work.

Morten Kjaerum, Director
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Who we are
We were established in 1984 at Lund University, 
one of the world’s top 100 rated universities. We 
are an independent academic institution that has 
offices, programmes and convening power cove-
ring more than 40 countries.

We combine evidence-based human rights re- 
search with direct engagement to bring about hu-
man rights change. As a network-based organi-
sation, we work through strong partnerships.

Today, we are around 60 people located in Amman, 
Beijing, Istanbul, Jakarta, Lund, Nairobi, Phnom 
Penh and Stockholm.

We generate and disseminate research building 
on innovative methods and empirical data from 
the countries in which we work.

We offer and develop human rights education 
together with universities, governments and 
national human rights institutions.

We work in a systematic manner in direct 
partnership with institutions and organisations 
to develop capacity to improve the practical 
application of human rights.

We bring together policy-makers, experts and 
other human rights professionals to engage in 
solution-oriented dialogue to advance human 
rights.

What we do

Human Rights Research Direct Engagement

 Human Rights Education Human Rights Forums

PEOPLE ON THE MOVE

ECONOMIC GLOBALISATION 
AND HUMAN RIGHTS

FAIR AND EFFICIENT JUSTICE

INCLUSIVE SOCIETIES

Focus areas
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VisionMission
To contribute to a wider 
understanding of, and 
respect for, human 
rights and international 
humanitarian law.

Just and inclusive 
societies with the 
effective realisation of 
human rights for all.

32
We have advanced the 
field of human rights 
and humanitarian law 
for over 32 years.

Focus
People on the Move

Inclusive Societies

Fair and Effecient Justice

Economic Globalisation 
and Human Rights

LUND

BEIJING

NAIROBI

JAKARTA

ISTANBUL

AMMAN

PHNOM PENH

STOCKHOLM
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Throughout the year, staff from the Institute delivered 
speeches and participated in a wide array of con-
ferences, seminars, symposiums and other events 
around the world. These activities help the Institute 
expand its network, remain at the forefront in the 
field, and build awareness about its work within its 
four thematic areas: People on the Move, Fair and 
Efficient Justice, Inclusive Societies and Economic 
Globalisation and Human Rights. 

Speeches were delivered at many universities, including

Northeastern University School of Law, Boston, US

Columbia Law school, New York, US

Oxford University, Oxford, UK

Leuven University, Leuven, Belgium

University of British Columbia, Vancouver,  
Canada

Several universities in Istanbul, Turkey

University of Milano, Milano, Italy

Peking University, Beijing, China

RWI Around the World

More conferences, seminars and symposiums

Annual Conference of the Association of Human 
Rights Institutes (AHRI), Utrecht, Netherlands, 
1-3 September. With the Institute’s proactive 
contribution, the Utrecht Declaration on Acade-
mic Freedom was adopted in support of acade-
mics at risk across the globe. 

European Society of International Law (ESIL) 
12th Annual Conference in Riga, Estonia, 8-10 
September. RWI presented a paper titled “Ex-
ploitation of natural resources and protection 
of communal property over indigenous peoples’ 
traditional lands and territories. The Inter-Ameri-
can Court of Human Rights’ safeguards.”

Human Rights Education at Universities: Explo-
ring Models of Human Rights Degree Program-
mes in Asia in Seoul, South Korea, 23 Septem-
ber. RWI spoke about its support of the Master 
Programme in International Human Rights Law 
at Lund University and Pannasastra University 
of Cambodia.

18th Annual Conference of the International 
Corrections and Prisons Association (ICPA) in 
Budapest, Hungary, 23-28 October. RWI deliv-
ered a presentation on human rights and good 
corrections together with the Kenyan Prison 
Service (KPS) and accepted the ICPA Correc-
tional Excellence Award for Management and 
Staff Training jointly with KPS.

Highlighted events

More conferences, seminars  
and symposiums
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2016 UN Forum on Business and Human Rights 
in Geneva, Switzerland, 14-16 November. RWI 
presented a speech titled “Leadership and Le-
verage: Embedding human rights in the rules and 
relationships that drive the global economy.”

EU Institutional Twinning Project among Tunisia, 
Spain, France and Italy in Tunisia, 11 February. 
The project intends to conduct a comprehensi-
ve reform in the judicial sector in Tunisia at dif-
ferent levels.

The East African Community (EAC) Annual Se-
cretary General’s Forum in Tanzania, 3-4 March. 
The forum provided an opportunity to widen and 
deepen the EAC integration process especially  
in the area of good governance and constitutio-
nalism. 

25th Session of the UN Commission on Crime 
Prevention and Criminal Justice, Vienna, Aus-
tria, 23-27 May. RWI contributed to a workshop 
on “Terrorism in all its forms and manifesta-
tions: international and national responses.”

The Asia-Pacific Council for Juvenile Justice 
Subcommittee for ASEAN Member States, 15-
17 June and the first ASEAN Conference on Cri-
me Prevention and Criminal Justice, 10-11 No-
vember, in Bangkok, Thailand. RWI presented 
its regional study on juvenile justice “A measure 
of last resort?”
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Only three years after the Institute’s five-year pro-
gramme in Cambodia started, the results are quite 
remarkable.

“When we did our analysis in 2012 about how we 
could add value in Cambodia we realised that, with 
our background in working with human rights edu-
cation and research, by focusing on the next ge-
neration of decision makers through support to the 
academic and justice sector we could really make an 
impact that could be sustainable for years to come,” 
says Andreas Ljungholm, Director of the Cambodia 
Office.

The establishment of a Master Programme in 
International Human Rights Law in cooperation 
with Pannasastra University of Cambodia

The establishment of the Centre for the Stu-
dies of Humanitarian Law, which is an acade-
mic research centre, and first of its kind, with 
full-time researchers and a specialised library 
at the Royal University of Law and Economics 
in Phnom Penh

The development and introduction of compul-
sory and credited human rights courses into the 
standard curriculum for all prosecutor, judge 
and court clerk students at the Royal Academy 
of Judicial Professions

The development and introduction of compul-
sory and credited human rights courses into the 
standard curriculum for all lawyer students at 
the Lawyer’s Training Centre

Increased opportunities for female students 
from disadvantaged backgrounds to study law 
through the provision of eight scholarships per 
year combined with monthly human rights se-
minars

Increased number of academic human rights re-
search products produced, published and pre-
sented (nationally and internationally) by Cambo-
dian academics through an annual tailor-made 
research support initiative

Two years of studies at the Master Program-
me in International Human Rights Law have 
brought me more in-depth knowledge about 
regional and international instruments on hu-
man rights as well as legal analysis and cri-
tical thinking. It will sharpen and strengthen 
my future career in the human rights field.” 

Houn Phorn, student at the PUC Human 
Rights Master Programme.

Working with the Next 
Generation of Cambodian 
Decision-Makers 

Results since 2013
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“The scholarship is truly a life-changing opportunity for us because RWI has 
empowered us, as female students, to fight against the age-old concept that 
women should not pursue higher education.”

Scholarship recipients Sreng Thida, Yi Muy Leng, and Chea Sokuntheany who in 2016 won the national 
round of an international debate competition on the SDGs. 

An external evaluation of the programme at the end 
of 2016 confirmed the above achievements and 
considered the programme to have been highly ef-
fective. The report also concluded that the Institute 
“has managed to find a unique space in an otherwi-
se overcrowded NGO environment.”

The report moreover found that the Institute’s added 
value “clearly lies in its experience and expertise in 
supporting academic institutions on human rights 
and humanitarian law, as well as in its non-monito-
ring mandate and ability to navigate highly complex 
political environments.”

In addition, the report highlighted how “the program-
me…consistently considered ways to include gender 
perspectives and women’s rights in its interventions.”

The overall goal is to strengthen the environ-
ment for human rights promotion and protec-
tion in Cambodia.

This includes strengthening:

institutional capacities of selected 
academic institutions to develop and 
deliver high-quality human rights edu-
cation and research as well as provi-
ding an academic platform for human 
rights debates and dialogue

the capacity of strategically selected 
government institutions to fulfil their 
obligations in accordance with inter-
national human rights standards

The programme works in an integrated man-
ner with human rights education and rese-
arch directly engaging with partners on the 
ground. It includes activities relating to all the 
Institute’s thematic focus areas.

The programme is financially supported by 
Swedish Development Cooperation.

 “Highly Relevant in Cambodia”
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On December 8, 2016, Lund University and the Raoul 
Wallenberg Institute of Human Rights and Humanitari-
an Law launched a new human rights hub.

Jonas Hafström, chairman of the board of Lund Uni-
versity, and Morten Kjaerum, the director of the Ra-
oul Wallenberg Institute, both spoke at the launch 
event in the Main University Building on Lund Univer-
sity’s campus.

“Our goal is that the Lund Human Rights Research 
Hub is a driver in developing new and more interdis-
ciplinary research and education to meet the most 
pressing human rights challenges we face,” said 
Hafström

The hub brings together over 60 researchers from 
Lund University and the Raoul Wallenberg Institute 
and reaches across a wide number of disciplines, 
from the Faculty of Medicine to the Center for East 
and South-East Asian Studies. The hub serves to 
showcase the wide range of human rights expertise 
at Lund University and RWI and to stimulate increa-
sed collaboration and multi-disciplinary research and 
education.

“The hub will be one of Europe’s largest interdiscipli-
nary human rights research environments, and it will 
put Lund and Sweden on the map as a key player in 
the field of human rights,” said Kjaerum.

At the launch on December 8, Anne Orford, the Ra-
oul Wallenberg Visiting Chair of Human Rights and 
Humanitarian Law, delivered the keynote address on 
critical thinking and human rights.

Following the keynote, seven researchers presented 
five-minute presentations of their research. One pre-
sentation looked into restricted access to sexual and 

Lund Human Rights 
Research Hub Launched

reproductive health services among populations in 
sub-Saharan Africa. Another presenter analysed the 
significance of the war experience for reformulating 
humanitarianism and rights during the early1920s. 
Yet another presented research on reforming human 
rights protection for refugees. A panel discussion 
and open floor discussion followed.

“The new research hub will enable human rights 
researchers to strengthen and rethink their work to 
address today’s major challenges,” says Thomas 
Gammeltoft-Hansen, RWI’s Head of Research.

The idea is that the hub will encourage researchers to 
critically inquire into what these changes in the politi-
cal landscape mean for the field of human rights stu-
dies. It will push researchers to be innovative in terms 
of how they measure and analyse the world around 
them. And it will help ensure that the research and 
knowledge is clearly and broadly disseminated.

The hub is coordinated by a steering group with 
members of each participating department and the 
Raoul Wallenberg Institute, which serves as the Sec- 
retariat. Apart from RWI the participating institutions 
are the Department of Philosophy, the Department 
of History, the Faculty of Law, the Faculty of Med-
icine, the Department of Sociology, the School of 
Social Work, the Sociology of Law Department, the 
Department of Political Science, the Department of 
Business Law, Centre for East and South-East Asi-
an Studies, Center for Middle Eastern Studies, Cen-
tre for Environmental and Climate Research (CEC), 
Work, Technology and Social Changed (WTS), and 
the Child Rights Institute at Lund University.
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2016 marked the completion of a three-year pro-
gramme in the Middle East and North Africa that 
focused on increasing the exchange between Arab 
judicial systems to share best practices regarding 
the application of international human rights law in 
national courts.

The programme was carried out in cooperation 
with partner Arab judicial and academic institutes in 
Algeria, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Morocco, Palestine 
and Tunisia. The programme formed part of the 
Institute’s work in the thematic focus area Fair and 
Efficient Justice. It successfully integrated research 
and support for human rights education in direct 
cooperation with judicial institutes providing platforms 
to encourage cross learning and sharing exper- 
iences aming judicial institutes in the region. 

By strengthening the capacities of primarily judicial 
institutes in the MENA region to integrate interna-
tional human rights standards in their curricula and 
improve their teaching methodology, the ambition 
was that more judicial professionals would have the 
knowledge and tools to increasingly support the use 
of human rights standards by courts in the region.

Dr. Salma Sassi, a professor at the Higher School of 
Judiciary in Algeria, says the programme contributed 
to enhancing her teaching skills. “This programme of-
fered us the opportunity to provide a comprehensive 
view for our judges in training regarding practices at 
the regional level,” she said. “This allows them to be 
more courageous and less fearful in applying inter-
national human rights standards directly seeing that 
other judges in the region are applying them as well.”

In only three years, the programme resulted in signi-
ficant achievements. On a national level, the Institute 
and Arab judicial institutes carried out comparati-
ve studies in order to provide recommendations on 
how to bridge the gap between international human 

Increasing Exchange 
Between Arab Judicial 
Systems

“The programme was unique in how it both 
analysed conformity of existing national law 
with international standards and provided 
judges with recommendations for issues of 
non-conformity to apply in parallel to long-
term legislative developments.” 

Carla Boukheir, Director, RWI Regional 
Office in Amman.

Achievements
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rights law and national laws. The focus areas in the 
different countries ranged from children’s rights, to 
labour law and procedural rights.

On a regional level, the cooperation between national 
working groups from the seven Arab countries in fo-
cus, who each contributed with their most important 
human rights jurisprudence, resulted in the creation 
of two books on Arab jurisprudence in the MENA re-
gion, one focusing on human rights in general, and 
one particularly on the human rights of women.

Based on the valuable national and regional compa-
rative legal studies, the Institute developed a training 
methodology which was translated into an applica-
tion manual to be used in training programmes for 
judges in the MENA region. The Institute and its part-
ners also disseminated the training materials and 
organised moot courts and summer courses during 
the programme.

“This programme will certainly be important to in-
tegrate human rights standards as a whole in the 

educational materials that are used in the training for 
judges at judicial institutes as well as part of the on-
going training programmes for sitting judges over the 
coming years,” says Judge Nasser Al Salamat from 
the Judicial Institute of Jordan.

A ceremony to celebrate the significant achieve-
ments took place in December 2016 in Amman. It 
engaged international and national actors with the 
purpose of sharing the pioneering ideas and recom-
mendations that the judicial and academic institutes 
developed in the application of international human 
rights standards in their national judicial systems.

“We hope they will become an essential building 
block for additional constructive and fruitful co- 
operation and a model for future programmes,” says 
Boukheir.

The programme was financially supported by Swedish 
Development Cooperation, and carried out as part of 
a larger cooperation in the MENA region coordinated 
by the International Legal Assistance Consortium.

Judge Nasser Al Salamat, Judicial Institute of Jordan
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The institute hosted the first Lund Human Rights Film 
Festival in early March 2016.

During the four-day festival, nine human rights films 
were screened and a number of Q&A sessions and 
panel discussions were held at Kino/Folkets Bio in 
Lund. In total, 537 people attended.

“Through the Lund Human Rights Film Festival, we 
garnered the captivating power of film to have a di-
alogue, and spread knowledge of the most challen-
ging human rights issues of our time,” says Morten 
Kjaerum, RWI Director.

The festival was supported by Film i Skåne and the 
municipality of Lund.

Inaugural Lund Human 
Rights Film Festival

Of the nine films featured, five — Fever at Dawn, 
Black Panthers: Vanguard of the Revolution, A Quiet 
Inquisition, Mustang, and Boy & the World — had 
their Swedish premiere.

The four days of films were split into four human rights 
themes: people in exile, racial intolerance, women’s 
rights, and coming to terms with history.

One Q&A  session was held with Ahmed Abed and 
Mona Ibrahim, a Syrian couple now living in Sweden, 
who were featured in the documentary On the Bride’s 
Side.

Péter Gárdos, the director of Fever at Dawn, Holen 
Kahn, the director of A Quiet Opposition, and Göran 
Olsson, the director of The Black Power Mixtape 1967-
1975, all attended the festival to talk about their films.

“The festival helped us reach a new audience with 
the message that human rights need to be taken 
seriously,” says Gabriel Stein, Head of Communica-
tions at RWI. “With our initial success, we hope to 
expand the festival in 2017.”
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New Cooperation 
Programme in Zimbabwe

The programme involves cooperation with academic 
institutions in Zimbabwe to further develop human 
rights education, research and library resources, as 
well as professional training in human rights for repre-
sentatives of different sectors in society in Zimbabwe 
to also encourage further cooperation between se-
ctors. The programme in Zimbabwe is financially sup-
ported by Swedish Development Cooperation.

Dr. Admark Moyo from the Herbert Chitepo School 
of Law, Great Zimbabwe University is one of the Zim-
babwean academics participating in the programme. 
We spoke to him about his impressions of the pro-
gramme. 

How do you see this cooperation being important?
The programme has enabled academic institutions, 
civil society organisations (CSO), government and 
other institutions in Zimbabwe to come together 
thereby creating a platform for future collaboration 
between different institutions when it comes to hu-
man rights work in Zimbabwe. 

What do you see as accomplishments and chal-
lenges of the programme in 2016?
The programme managed to break the divide 
between CSOs and government institutions promo-
ting frank discussion and joint initiatives regarding 
what needs to be done to ensure that citizens enjoy 
fundamental rights and freedoms enshrined in the 
Constitution and international instruments. Another 
accomplishment relates to the inclusion of acade-
mia in the programme as this strongly contributes 
towards marrying theory to practice.

Since the launch of the programme, we have witnes-
sed significant growth in the area of human rights 
related research at partner academic institutions. 

This does not only improve the volume of resources 
available on human rights, but also enables partner 
institutions to meaningfully contribute towards the 
ongoing dialogue about rights and their place in our 
society.

One of the challenges of the programme relates to the 
different levels of understanding among different se-
ctors of the rights protected in the Zimbabwean Con-
stitution and the duties they generate. However, this 
again also provides an opportunity for participants 
from diverse backgrounds to learn from each other. 

In February 2016, the Institute initiated a new three-year cooperation programme in Zimbabwe. The 
overall objective of the programme is to contribute to enhanced enjoyment of constitutional rights in 
Zimbabwe, through legislation, policies, practices and decision-making being increasingly informed by 
international human rights standards and principles

Dr. Admark Moyo, Herbert Chitepo School 
of Law, Great Zimbabwe University
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In your view, what possibilities/challenges are 
there for the future for this cooperation?
There are possibilities for further expansion of the 
programme to include groups or institutions that 
have not been part of the cooperation framework. 
There is also room for further supporting research 
leading to the increased publication of books and ar-
ticles for broader use. 

There is also a need to plan activities carefully le-
ading up to the 2018 elections to ensure that acti-
vities are not adversely affected and instead further 
contribute to peaceful elections.

“So far, the cooperation in Zimbabwe has been very 
positive. I was perhaps expecting more challenges 
initially during the first year of cooperation. But the 
programme was carefully planned during a longer 
period of time, and builds on previous engagment in 
Zimbabwe, which is probably one key factor for its 
successful implementation so far. We are however 
mindful of what lies ahead in relation to achieving 
lasting human rights change in Zimbabwe, and will 
continue to work in close cooperation with part-
ners to try to make meaningful contributions to such 
change,” says Johannes Eile, Director of Program-
mes at RWI.

More than 90% of the Institute’s operations 
concern international programmes

In 2016, around 40 Institute staff worked with in-
ternational programmes at our offices in Amman, 
Beijing, Istanbul, Jakarta, Lund, Nairobi and 
Phnom Penh

The Institute’s international programmes in 2016 
mainly received financial support from Swedish 
Development Cooperation. Other donors and 
funding partners included UNICEF and the In-
ternational Legal Assistance Consortium.

Interventions are designed closely together 
with partners on the basis of local ownership 
and strong partnerships

All programmes are request-based and focus 
on delivering results for improved practical 
application of human rights

Programme activities do not include monitoring 
of state compliance in the human rights field.  

The Institute primarily works with international 
programmes in countries in Asia, Africa, Europe 
and the Middle East

FACTS INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMMES
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Meet the Raoul Wallenberg 
Visiting Chair

What did you work on in 2016?
I am collaborating with researchers at the Raoul 
Wallenberg Institute and at the Faculty of Law 
to develop research and policy on the relation 
between civil war, humanitarian crises, and the 
mass movement of people. 

This links my work here to the larger 5-year project 
on Civil War, Intervention, and International Law that 
I am leading in Melbourne, funded by the Australian 
Research Council Laureate Fellowship scheme. The 
Laureate Program combines historical research, legal 
analysis, and critical theorising to grasp the changing 
patterns and practices of international intervention, 
and make sense of the evolving role and responsibility 
of external actors in civil and proxy wars.

The aim of my collaboration with Gregor Noll at the 
Lund University Faculty of Law and with researchers 
at RWI is to situate the asylum crisis within a broa-
der field than that of migration and refugee politics 
alone. Our collaboration explores the links between 
this crisis and the challenges to the social state in 
Europe and beyond, the conduct of interventions in 
civil wars in the Middle East and North Africa, and 
the possibilities offered by a renewed focus on social 
rights and inclusion in the European project.

Why are you focusing on these issues?
The role of third states and other armed actors in 
exacerbating and responding to civil wars in Eas-
tern Europe, the Middle East, and Africa has raised 
fundamental questions about the adequacy of the 
current international legal framework relating to inter-
vention. This is particular the case in relation to the 
current asylum crisis. While researchers are regu-
larly called upon to act as commentators on or cri-
tics of ongoing developments, it is often difficult to 
find ways of taking up those assignments without 
being trapped within rigid debating frameworks. At 

the same time, the intensified negotiations between 
states and institutions around humanitarian and se-
curity questions, the domestic political manoeuvring 
on issues of migration and diversity, the use of emer-
gency exemptions from existing norms, and a raft of 
new policy proposals appear to provide a wealth of 
material for comprehension and critical analysis. Our 
collaboration is important because it explores new 
research questions that are suggested by the ong-
oing asylum crisis, and asks how scholars in law and 
the humanities might contribute to the public debate 
around these questions.

What key activities and events did you 
participate in?
In May, I co-hosted a roundtable, along with Gregor 
Noll and Morten Kjaerum, on The Asylum Crisis, Civil 
War, and Social Rights at the Raoul Wallenberg Insti-
tute. Since the summer of 2015, we have been witnes-
sing the idea of solidarity in asylum protection begin-
ning to unravel in Europe, with the 2016 attacks in Paris 
and Brussels intensifying pressures to restrict free-
dom of movement and close borders. The roundtable 
brought together researchers from Denmark, Finland, 
Sweden, and the UK to consider how academic rese-
archers might take up the challenge of making sense of 
the asylum crisis domestically, regionally, and globally. 

In November, I took part in a symposium hosted by 
the Law Faculty at Lund University to celebrate the 
launch of The Oxford Handbook of the Theory of Inter-
national Law, which I co-edited with Professor Florian 
Hoffmann. Speakers included leading theorists from 
the Lund Law Faculty and the Raoul Wallenberg Insti-
tute (Leila Brännström, Thomas Gammeltoft-Hansen, 
Markus Gunneflo, Gregor Noll), as well as from Finland 
(Mónica García-Salmones, Outi Korhonen, Martti Ko-
skenniemi, Toni Selkälä), the Netherlands (Geoff Gor-
don), and the UK (Martin Clark). 

Anne Orford is the Raoul Wallenberg Visiting Chair of Human Rights and Humanitarian Law. She 
is also Redmond Barry Distinguished Professor and Michael D Kirby Chair of International Law at 
Melbourne Law School.
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In December, I presented a keynote lecture on Cri-
tical Thinking and Human Rights at the launch of 
the Lund Human Rights Hub. In that lecture, I asked 
what it means to study human rights as part of an 
institutional culture committed to critical thinking and 
academic freedom. How does that academic style 
of engaging with human rights differ from the activist 
or official approach to rights? What challenges might 
this pose for the scholar or student of human rights, 
and what opportunities might it open up? A recor-
ding of that lecture is available as part of the Institu-
te’s On Human Rights series on Soundcloud: https://
soundcloud.com/onhumanrights

How did you benefit from being in Lund?
Being in Lund has allowed me to work with a group 
of cutting-edge international law scholars who are 
researching issues relating to humanitarian law, hu-
man rights law, and refugee law. I have benefited 
greatly from having the opportunity to study the re-

lation between civil war and humanitarian crises, 
particularly relating to refugee flows into Europe from 
war-torn areas. It seems particularly appropriate to 
undertake this research in a Chair named for Raoul 
Wallenberg, given his humanitarian work in Hungary 
during the Second World War, particularly his role in 
helping Jewish refugees escape from Budapest. 

From my perspective, the possibility of taking up 
this Visiting Chair on a part-time basis while I am an 
Australian Laureate Fellow is an extremely valuable 
opportunity. It makes it possible to undertake sig-
nificant collaborative work on the humanitarian and 
refugee component of the civil war question from an 
international law perspective, while occupying the 
Raoul Wallenberg Chair offers a platform for promo-
ting the findings of the Laureate work and for contri-
buting to this major policy debate surrounding refu-
gee flows and civil war in both Australia and Europe. 

“It seems particularly  
appropriate to undertake  
this research in a Chair  
named for Raoul Wallenberg, 
given his humanitarian work 
in Hungary during the  
Second World War, particu-
larly his role in helping  
Jewish refugees escape from 
Budapest.”

Anne Orford, Raoul Wallenberg Visiting Chair
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Publication Highlights
in 2016

Human Rights and the Dark 
Side of Globalisation - Trans-
national law enforcement and 
migration control

Edited by Thomas Gammeltoft-
Hansen, RWI Research Director, and 
Jens Vedsted-Hansen, Aarhus Uni-
versity, Denmark.

In today’s world, core exercises of sovereignty such 
as migration control, surveillance, detention and poli-
cing, are increasingly conducted transnationally. This 
volume brings together leading scholars to examine 
these phenomena in context and attempt to answer 
difficult legal questions about divided, shared and 
joint responsibility. (Routledge)

Human Rights, Armed Con-
flict, and Mass Migration: The 
Raoul Wallenberg Legacy

A special issue of the Suffolk 
Transnational Law Review fea-
turing a number of articles writ-
ten by scholars and researchers 
working or affiliated with RWI. 

Through the perspective of these six leading voices in 
the human rights field, it aims to provide an overview 
of how international human rights law and the current 
refugee situation in Europe have evolved since 2015.
RWI contributors are RWI director Morten Kjaerum, 
RWI affiliate professors Martha F. Davis and Mark 
Gibney, and RWI Research Director Thomas Gam-
meltoft-Hansen. (Suffolk Transnational Law Review)

Tracing the Roles of Soft Law 
in Human Rights

Edited by Stephanie Lagoutte, Danish 
Institute for Human Rights, Thomas 
Gammeltoft-Hansen, RWI Research 
Director, and John Cerone, Fletcher 
School of Law and Diplomacy

Soft law has always played an instrumental role in 
the field of human rights. Yet, this is the first volume 
to critically examine the role of soft law across a wide 
range of both established and emerging human rights 
regimes.

It includes case studies on the UN Guiding Principles 
on Business and Human Rights and on the regulation 
of armed conflict by soft law, two areas where soft 
law plays a paramount role in changing the reach of 
human rights protection. (Oxford University Press)

Global Urban Justice: 
The Rise of human Rights Cities

Edited by Barbara Oomen, Universi-
teit Utrecht, The Netherlands, Martha 
F. Davis, RWI affiliate professor, and 
Michele Grigolo, Nottingham Trent 
University

This is the first book-length scholarly treatment of the 
movement. It is a ground-breaking book on the rise 
of human rights cities that raises critical questions on 
the topic of what it means to be a human rights city. 
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This book brings together academics and practi-
tioners at the forefront of human rights cities and the 
“right to the city” movement to critically discuss their 
history and also the potential that human rights cities 
hold for global urban justice. (Cambridge University 
Press)

The Oxford Handbook on the 
Theory of International Law

Edited by Anne Orford, the Raoul 
Wallenberg Visiting Chair of Human 
Rights and Humanitarian Law, and 
Florian Hoffmann, the Pontifícia Uni-
versidade Católica do Rio de Janeiro 
(PUC-Rio).

This seminal volume provides original essays on ma-
jor thinkers, concepts, approaches, and debates that 
have shaped contemporary international legal theo-
ry. The volume brings together many of the world's 
leading theorists of international law. It is meant to 
act as a guide to the people, ideas, approaches, and 
debates that have formed contemporary internatio-
nal legal theory. It features 48 original essays.
(Oxford University Press)

The Power of Legality and the 
Changing Practices of Inter-
national Law

Edited by Nikolas M. Rajkovic, Universi-
teit van Tilburg, The Netherlands, Tanja 
Aalberts, Vrije Universiteit, Amsterdam, 
and Thomas Gammeltoft-Hansen, 
RWI Research Director.

This volume presents a new and heterodox framework 
for cross-disciplinary research between international 
law and international relations. It provides a critical app-
raisal of their interdisciplinarity to date and provides a 
useful overview of recent contributions and debates 
regarding the possibility of combined international law 
and international relations research. (Cambridge Uni-
versity Press)
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Peer-reviewed publications

Global Urban Justice: The Rise of Human Rights 
Cities Martha Frances Davis, Oomen, B. & Grigolo, 
M. 2016 Jun Cambride University Press, Cambridge.

Human Rights and the Dark Side of Globalisa-
tion: Transnational Law Enforcement and Mig-
ration Control Thomas Gammeltoft-Hansen (ed.) & 
Vedsted-Hansen, J. (ed.) 2016 Dec Routledge. 365 
p. (Routledge Studies in Human Rights)

The Power of Legality: Practices of international 
law and their politics Thomas Gammeltoft-Hansen 
(ed.), Rajkovic, N. (ed.) & Aalberts, T. (ed.) 2016 Jul 
Cambride University Press, Cambridge. 408 p.

Tracing the Roles of Soft Law in Human Rights 
Thomas Gammeltoft-Hansen (ed.), Lagoutte, S. 
(ed.) & Cerone, J. (ed.) 2016 Oxford University 
Press. 338 p.

The Oxford Handbook of the Theory of Interna-
tional Law Orford, A. (ed.) & Hoffmann, F. (ed.) 2016 
Oxford University Press

“Cities Rising: European Municipalities and the 
Refugee Surge” Martha Frances Davis 2016 In 
Suffolk Transnational Law Review. 39, 3, p. 683-702 

“Defying Convention: U.S. Resistance to the 
U.N. Treaty on Women's Rights by Lisa Baldez” 
Martha Frances Davis 2016 Journal of Human Rights

“Let Justice Roll Down: A Case Study of the Le-
gal Infrastructure for Water Equality and Afforda-
bility” Martha Frances Davis 2016 In Georgetown 
Journal of Poverty Law and Policy. 23, 355

“Judicial Interpretation and Indigenous Peoples’ 
Rights to Lands, Participation and Consultation. 
The Inter-American Court of Human Rights’ App-
roach” Alejandro Fuentes 2016 In International Jour-
nal on Minority and Group Rights. 23, 1, p. 39-79 

“Beyond the Deterrence Paradigm in Global Re-
fugee Policy” Thomas Gammeltoft-Hansen & Tan, 
N. F. 2016 In Suffolk Transnational Law Review. 39, 
3, p. 637-649 

“The End of the Deterrence Paradigm? Future 
Directions for Global Refugee Policy” Thomas 
Gammeltoft-Hansen & Tan, N. F. 2016 In Journal on 
Migration and Human Security. 4, 4, p. 28-56 

“Introduction to the societal violence scale: 
Physical integrity rights violations and nonsta-
te actors” Cornett, L., Haschke, P. & Mark Gibney 
2016 Nov 1 In Human Rights Quarterly. 38, 4, p. 
1102-1108

“Raoul Wallenberg; a man ahead of his time – 
and ours as well” Mark Gibney 2016 In Suffolk 
Transnational Law Review. 39, 3, p. 600-614 

“The Right to a Future: Human Rights, Armed 
Conflict and Mass Migration - The Raoul Wal-
lenberg Legacy” Morten Kjaerum 2016 In Suffolk 
Transnational Law Review. 39, 3, p. 591-600

Books

Articles

Publications in 2016
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“A Rejoinder to G. Skinner's Rethinking Limi-
ted Liability of Parent Corporations for Foreign 
Subsidiaries' Violations of International Human 
Rights Law” Radu Mares 2016 Jun 7 In Washing-
ton and Lee Law Review Online. 73, 1, p. 117-158 

“A Review of a Classic Book: Clapham Andrew, 
Human Rights Obligations of Non-State Actors 
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2006)” Radu 
Mares 2016 May 27 In Business and Human 
Rights Journal. 1, 2, p. 379-385

“Decentering human rights from the international 
order of states: The alignment and interaction of 
transnational policy channels” Radu Mares 2016 
Dec 1 In Indiana Journal of Global Legal Studies. 
23, 1, p. 171-199 

“Cities, Human Rights, and Accountability: The 
United States Experience” Martha Frances Davis 
2016 Jun Global Urban Justice: The Rise of Hu-
man Rights Cities. Oomen, B., Davis, M. & Grigolo, 
M. (eds.). Cambride University Press, Cambridge

“Human Rights in an Age of International Coo-
peration” Thomas Gammeltoft-Hansen & Ved-
sted-Hansen, J. 2016 Human Rights and the Dark 
Side of Globalisation. Gammeltoft-Hansen, T. & 
Vedsted-Hansen, J. (eds.). Routledge

“Introduction: Tracing the Roles of Soft in Human 
Rights” Thomas Gammeltoft-Hansen, Lagoutte, S. 
& Cerone, J. 2016 Tracing the Roles of Soft Law in 
Human Rights. Lagoutte, S., Gammeltoft-Hansen, 
T. & Cerone, J. (eds.). Oxford University Press

“Legality, Interdisciplinarity and the Study of 
Practice” Thomas Gammeltoft-Hansen, Aalberts, 
T. & Rajkovic, N. 2016 The Power of Legality: Prac-
tices of international law and their politics. Raj-
kovic, N., Aalberts, T. & Gammeltoft-Hansen, T. 
(eds.). Cambridge University Press

“The Perfect Storm: Sovereignty Games and 
the Law and Politics of Boat Migration” Thomas 
Gammeltoft-Hansen 2016 Jul 'Boat Refugees' and 
Migrants at Sea: A Comprehensive Approach: In-
tegrating Maritime Security with Human Rights. 
Moreno-Lax, V. & Papastavridis, E. (eds.). (Interna-
tional Refugee Law Series; vol. 7)

“Human Rights: Early Days or Endtimes?” Morten 
Kjaerum 2016 Ikke kun retsfilosofi. Jul Clausen, N., 
Dalberg-Larsen, J. & Godsk Pedersen, H. V. (eds.). 
Denmark: Jurist- og Økonomforbundets Forlag, p. 
317-330

Non peer-reviewed 
publications

Hvordan løser vi flygtningekrisen? Thomas Gam-
meltoft-Hansen 2016 Copenhagen: Informations for-
lag. 89 p. (Moderne Ideer)

“Does international refugee law still matter?: 
Symposium: The Refugee in Political Science” 
Thomas Gammeltoft-Hansen 2016 In : American 
Political Science Association Newsletter. 4, 2, p. 
24-29

”Er Flygtningekonventionen forældet?” Thomas 
Gammeltoft-Hansen 2016 Kampen om Menneske-
rettighederne. Faye Jacobsen, A. & Jensen, S. 
(eds.). Copenhagen: Gad

”Indledning” Thomas Gammeltoft-Hansen, Faye 
Jacobsen, A. & Jensen, S. 2016 Kampen om Men-
neskerettighederne. Faye Jacobsen, A. & Jensen, 
S. (eds.). Copenhagen: Gad

“From International Law to Local Communities: 
The Role of the United Nations in the Realization 
of Human Rights” Morten Kjaerum 2016 Dec In 
UN Chronicle. LIII, 4

Exploitation of Natural Resources and Protec-
tion of Indigenous Peoples’ Communal Pro-
perty over Traditional Lands and Territories: A 
summary of the Inter-American Court of Human 
Rights’ safeguards RWI Research Papers 2016. 
Alejandro Fuentes 

“Rights to Lands, Participation and Consultation of 
Indigenous Peoples. A summary of the Inter-Ame-
rican Court of Human Rights’ Judicial Interpreta-
tion.” RWI Research Papers 2016. A. Fuentes

Book chapters

Books

Working papers

Articles



23 24

“Er Flygtningekonventionen forældet?” Thomas 
Gammeltoft-Hansen, DIHR Working Paper 1/2016.

“The Practice of Shared Responsibility in rela-
tion to Private Actor Involvement in Migration 
Management” Thomas Gammeltoft-Hansen, SHA-
RES Research Paper 83, 2016

“Humanitarian Visas Key to Improving Europe’s 
Refugee Crisis”, Thomas Gammeltoft-Hansen 
& Gregor Noll, Raoul Wallenberg Institute Policy 
Brief, April 2016

Inconvenient Human Rights: Access to Water 
and Sanitation in Sweden's Informal Roma Sett-
lements Martha Frances Davis & Ryan, N. 2016 Apr 
Raoul Wallenberg Institute of Human Rights. 39 p.

Highlighted Publications 
Supported by RWI

“Prosecuting the Khmer Rouge: Views from the 
Inside” Ratana Ly 2016 In International Nuremberg 
Principles Academy.

“Employment Discrimination in Chinese Civil 
Service Recruitment: Trends and Developme-
nts 2006-2015” Wang Liwan & Han Mingsheng 
in Volume 3, Anti-discrimination Law Review, Law 
Press China

“Empirical Research on Rights to Education of 
Children with Disabilities in Minority Regions of 
Yunnan Province” Zhe Rongna in Volume 3, Issue 
1, Disability Rights Studies in China, Social Scien-
ces Academic Press (China), December 2016

Swedish Anti-discrimination Law System and 
its New Development, Liu Xiaonan (Published 
in Volume 3, Anti-discrimination Law Review, Law 
Press China, December 2016)

Articles

Books

Report

Disability Rights Studies in China, Social Scien-
ces Academic Press (China), December

East African Court Of Justice Law Report 2005 
– 2015, East African Court of Justice 2016

Right to inclusive education for persons with disa-
bilities at higher education institutions in Sub-Sa-
haran Africa - An Introductory Guide: Including 
practical examples from South Africa and Kenya, 
Elizabeth Kamudia, 2016

Arab Jurisprudence in the Application of Inter-
national Human Rights Conventions, Raoul Wal-
lenberg Institute, Amman Regional Office, Ahmad Al 
Ashqar, 2016

Arab Jurisprudence in the Application of Inter-
national Conventions on the Rights of Women, 
Raoul Wallenberg Institute, Amman Regional Offi-
ce, Samia Bourouba, 2016

Fair trial guarantees in the Penal Procedure Law 
No. 3 of 2001 according to international stan-
dards (integration mechanisms in judicial app-
lication), Raoul Wallenberg Institute, Amman Regi-
onal Office, Fatine Seif, Ahmad Hanoun, Ossama 
Dabbas, Mervat Rishmawi, 2016

Protecting the rights of the child victim in the 
criminal justice system from the perspective of 
international standards, Raoul Wallenberg Insti-
tute, Amman Regional Office, Mohammed Taher 
AL Hamdi et al, 2016

Integrating International and Regional Human 
Rights Standards in the Teaching of National 
Laws (Jordan’s Criminal Procedure Law), Raoul 
Wallenberg Institute, Amman Regional Office, Mo-
hammed Al Tarawaneh  et al, 2016

The right of the Accused in the Iraqi Penal 
Code According to International Standards, 
Raoul Wallenberg Institute, Amman Regional Of-
fice, Riyad Hussein Abu Saeda, Iyad Mahmoud 
Sharif Al Jazaeri, Sabah Sami Dawoud, 2016
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The Institute and the Kenyan Prison 
Service were awarded the Internatio-
nal Corrections and Prison Associa-
tion’s Correctional Excellence Award in 
the category of Management and Staff 
Training in Bucharest in October 2016.

In 2016, we opened up a new  
office in Stockholm to build our  
presence in Sweden’s capital city.

Sophea Chea and Theany Thol, 
who work at the Pannasastra 
University in Phnom Penh, made 
a one-week study visit to Lund in 
October 2016.

During 2016, librarians and researchers 
from Zimbabwe, China, Cambodia, and 
Belarus visited the library to meet with 
RWI’s librarian Karl-Adam Tiderman for 
in-depth training on human rights and 
human rights librarianship.
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A National Policy Platform 
for Human Rights Cities

A Diverse Summit in Stockholm

A HUMAN RIGHTS CITY is a place where local government, local parliament, civil society, 
private sector organisations and other stakeholders apply international human rights stan-
dards in their areas of operation by ensuring that human rights are promoted and protected. 
A Human Rights City is a place where people are empowered to understand and claim their 
rights, as well as participate in decisions that affect them. In short, human rights cities aim to 
translate international human rights standards to the local level.

The Swedish Association of Local Authorities and 
Regions (SALAR) and RWI launched a project in 
2016 aiming to set out standards for what characte-
rizes a human rights municipality or region and how 
this is implemented in practical terms in the Swedish 
context.

The Swedish Human Rights City project resulted in a 
policy platform and a publication on how to develop 
and perform as a city or region that works systemati-
cally with human rights. The policy platform was for-
mally adopted by SALAR on 10 March 2017.

“Local authorities and regions play a central role in 
the work to ensure respect for Sweden’s internatio-
nal commitments on human rights,” said Alice Bah 
Kuhnke, Sweden’s Minister for Culture and Demo-
cracy, speaking about the policy platform at the an-
nual Democracy Days conference in March of 2017. 
“In order for this work to be successful it needs to 
be driven in a more systematic way and as a nor-

mal part of the work. This platform with human rights 
criteria paves the way for a more systematic way of 
working, and I welcome that.”

For this project, international researchers, practition-
ers from civil society organisations, local Swedish 
politicians and civil servants were invited to a sum-
mit to develop thinking on what characterises human 
rights cities or regions, how a human rights city or 
region can be defined and how this could be applied 
to a Swedish context.

In preparation for the summit, participants submit-
ted papers and articles, including case studies from 
other cities, on the successes and challenges of 
working with human rights at the local level. 

Through a co-creative process, participants identi-
fied criteria to define human rights cities which were 
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ENGAGEMENT ON HUMAN 
RIGHTS CITIES IN 2016

This works is in line with all four of 
the Institute’s key thematic areas.

The Institute hosted a book launch 
event for “Global Urban Justice: 
The Rise of Human Rights Cities,” 
on 13 June 2016. RWI Affiliated 
Professor Martha F. Davis is one 
of the editors of this monograph.

The Institute attended the World 
Human Rights Cities Forum in 
Gwangju, South Korea in July of 
2016.

RWI Director Morten Kjaerum is 
member of the Council of Europe’s 
Expert Group on Human Rights 
Cities.

In November, Elin Gustafsson, a 
member of the municipal council 
of Lund, Sweden, and the Insti-
tute, participated in the Human 
Rights Cities Festival in Bojonego-
ro, Indonesia.

RWI director Morten Kjaerum at the World Human Rights Cities Forum in Gwangju, South Korea

incorporated into a platform, or a policy brief, on 
what human rights concretely means for the work of 
local government.

The platform addresses this question through the 
four basic missions of municipalities and regions 
in Sweden, namely the city or region as a societal 
actor, as a democratic actor, as a welfare actor and 
as an employer – and how these missions are linked 
to safeguarding human rights.

The goal is that the policy platform will serve as a 
starting point and a development tool for the politi-
cal and administrative leadership to strengthen their 
work on human rights at the local and regional level.

The papers submitted for the purpose of the sum-
mit also form the content of a publication, “Human 
Rights Cities and Regions: Swedish and International 
Perspectives,” which was published jointly by RWI 
and SALAR. They include academic articles, inter-
views with Swedish civil servants and politicians and 
articles from civil society organisations. They reflect 
the diverse angles from which this topic can and 
should be addressed.

“We hope the policy platform and publication will be 
a useful resource for politicians, civil servants wor-
king in local government and researchers and practi-
tioners interested in human rights implementation at 
the local level,” says Emily Hanna, Programme Offi-
cer at RWI.
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ABOUT RAOUL WALLENBERG

Raoul Wallenberg – a name which is imme-
diately associated with exceptional coura-
ge, with humanity and determination. As a 
Swedish diplomat in Budapest in the years 
1944/45 he saved tens of thousands of Hung-
arian Jews from a certain death at the end 
of the Second World War – an effort which 
indisputably appears to be one of the great 
achievements during the last century. What 
happened to him personally after he had been 
arrested by Russian troops and brought to 
Moscow is still a story untold. The Institute is 
named after Raoul Wallenberg in order to ho-
nour his work in the cause of humanity.
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